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A Method for Visualizing Web Search Histories

Shin-ya SATO, Masanori HARADA and Kazuhiro KAZAMA
NTT Network Innovation L aboratories
3-9-11 Midori-cho, Musashino-shi, Tokyo

We propose a method for interpreting Web search histories into the graph structure called Query
Network, which can be obtained by compiling relationships between users, queries and web pages
in the histories. We describe structural characteristics of Query Networks based on some examples
derived from logs of the ODIN search engine. We also introduce a tool for visualizing these
networks. Furthermore, we claim that the Query Network can be thought of an outcome of implicit
collaborations among users. Its potential for collaborative information discoveries is explored
from this point of view.
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