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Legal Issues relating to “Manipulation” of Client PC with JavaScript

Masako Wakae™  Ryoji Mori™ Hideki Yoshii'

Abstract: This paper discusses collection and distribution of large amounts of personal data through rapidly evolving ad
technology. These data do not fall on the category of “personal information” as defined in the Act on the Protection of Personal
Information, but as a result of transfer between business entities, these data may change to the personal information. While data
subjects are not aware of such collection and distribution, it is difficult for them to set up a protest. We will examine
circumstances where business entities such as, Facebook and DMP operators use Java Script and consider how existing laws can
address this situation as well as the potential legal liability of a website manager who set JavaScript in his website.
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