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An open-hand variant of BABANUKI

KIYA HironorI»® ONO HIROTAKA!:P)

Abstract: BABANUKI, also known as Old Maid, is a major and popular playing card game in Japan. It
is an imperfect information game, and fortuity is more essential than strategies except psychological ones.
In this paper, we newly introduce “open BABANUKI”, where players play BABANUKI with cards faced
up. This makes the game a perfect information game, and it becomes worth considering optimal strategies.
We give a necessary and sufficient condition of the existence of the winning strategy for three players’ case.
Furthermore, for four or more players’ case, we discover that there is a configuration where an endless-loop
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phenomenon, so-called “SENNICHITE”, occurs.
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