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Effects of an Ideation Rule to Groupware for a New Idea Generation
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Abstract. We propose an ideation rule in brainstorming and apply the rule to a creative solving meeting, named
the distributed and cooperative KJ method. The distributed and cooperative KJ method has three steps: ideation,
grouping, and writing. The rule guides user makes 1) negative ideas, 2) positive ideas, and 3) free ideas, step by
step. The experiments of the distributed and cooperative KJ method using the proposed rule with a groupware for a
new idea generation, named KUSANAGI, were conducted and the results were compared with those of the ordinary
method. The results showed that the proposed rule increased the number of opinions, and progressed the content

of the conclusion sentence.
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