
－ 139 －

社団法人 情報処理学会　研究報告

IPSJ SIG Technical Report

 

 

              

 169-8555 3-4-1 
 169-8050 1-104 

 169-8555 3-4-1 
 101-8430 2-1-2 

E-mail:  {takuya,ueda,hirate,yamana}@yama.info.waseda.ac.jp 

  

Google Yahoo! Japan Live 
Search API Wikipedia

1,000 5% 50%
5%  

   

Reliability Verification of Search Engines’ Hit Count 
Takuya FUNAHASHI    Takanori UEDA    Yu HIRATE   and  Hayato YAMANA  

Graduate School of Fundamental Science and Engineering, Waseda University 3-4-1 Okubo, 
 Shinjuku-ku, Tokyo 169-8555 Japan 

Media Network Center, Waseda University 1-104 Totsuka-cho, Shinjuku-ku, Tokyo, 169-8050, Japan 
Science and Engineering, Waseda University 3-4-1 Okubo, Shinjuku-ku, Tokyo, 169-8555, Japan 
National Institute of Informatics 2-1-2 Hitotsubashi, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 101-8430 Japan 

E-mail:  {takuya, ueda,hirate,yamana}@yama.info.waseda.ac.jp 

Abstract  A number of studies have been using Search Engines’ hit count. The goal of these studies is to build applications 
for translation support or natural language processing support. These studies assume that the hit count is reliable. However,
none of the studies have been verifide the reliability of Search Engines’ hit count. If the hit count is unreliable, studies using 
hit count become also unreliable. The purpose of this paper is to verify the reliability of Search Engines’ hit count. In this 
experiment, we used Search APIs provided by Google, Yahoo! Japan and Live Search. Furthermore, we randomelyrandomly 
extracted 1,000 keywords from the titles of the articles on Wikipedia as queries. The verification experiment shows that hit 
count is depart from estimated ideal hit count in 5 – 50% of the time. 
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