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Abstract A number of studies have been using Search Engines’ hit count. The goal of these studies is to build applications
for translation support or natural language processing support. These studies assume that the hit count is reliable. However,
none of the studies have been verifide the reliability of Search Engines’ hit count. If the hit count is unreliable, studies using
hit count become also unreliable. The purpose of this paper is to verify the reliability of Search Engines’ hit count. In this
experiment, we used Search APIs provided by Google, Yahoo! Japan and Live Search. Furthermore, we randomelyrandomly
extracted 1,000 keywords from the titles of the articles on Wikipedia as queries. The verification experiment shows that hit
count is depart from estimated ideal hit count in 5 — 50% of the time.

Keyword SearchEngine, Hit Count, Web Count, Reliability, Information Retrieval
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