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Prospects and Challenges of the Adequacy Decision of the European
Commission

YOICHIRO ITAKURA" MAYU TERADA?

On December 14, 2017, a joint statement by Haruhi Kumazawa, Commissioner of the Personal Information Protection
Commission of Japan and Véra Jourova, Commissioner for Justice, Consumers and Gender Equality of the European
Commission was released for the transfer of personal data between Japan and Europe with the aim to accelerate work towards
achieving mutual adequacy findings as soon as possible in 2018. They reaffirmed the importance of this objective especially in
light of the finalisation of the negotiations of the Economic Partnership Agreement (EPA) between Japan and the European
Union on December 15, 2017. It was announced that by ensuring the free flow of personal data, a simultaneous finding of
adequacy will complement and enhance the benefits of the Japan-EU EPA, while strengthening the protection of the fundamental
right to privacy. In this presentation, the prospect of adequacy decision from the European Commission will be analyzed and
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issues after the adequacy decision will be considered.
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trading partners in East and South-East Asia, starting from Japan
and Korea in 2017, but also considering other strategic partners
such as India, and with countries in Latin America, in particular
Mercosur, and the European neighbourhood.”, “Based on the
strategic approach presented in this Communication, the
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