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Development of a spatio-temporal digital gazetteer of Thailand
Yoshikatsu Nagata (Graduate School for Creative Cities, Osaka City University)

Place name is an indispensable key to link information among various descriptions and knowledges. To
digitize analog old gazetteers is not only to revive their utility value but also to contribute to enrich fundamental
information for social sciences and humanities. Furthermore, if place names in old days can be linked to their
corresponding current names, a digital gazetteer can be expanded to a spatio-temporal gazetteer. In this article,
interim status of development of a spatio-temporal digital gazetteer mainly covering Northeast Thailand is
described. Major source materials are old gazetteers, and also maps published in almost a century ago are referred
to collect place names. There are many difficulties to link place names over time relying on their data on
geographic coordinate; however, local ethnic diversity which are not clearly shown in place names on present day

maps may become apparent on such a spatio-temporal digital gazetteer.
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Figure 1 Discrepancy of location in Gaihozu
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Figure 3 Small katakana used in Gaihozu
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Figure 2 Tendency of locational discrepancy in Northeast Thailand in Gaihozu
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Topic type: i1

Topic name: (L7081)) Ban Wang Khaen
(OSN& D) BAN WANG KHAEN
(MOT4 D) BAN WANG YAO
(GHZLD) Dov—FH

o ¥ hitp://pladack media.osaka-cu.ac.jp/place name/psi/place-name-OSN222850
o ¥ http:/pladack media osaka-cu.ac.jp/place name/psi/place-name-L708-000121
o ¥ hitp-//pladack media osaka-cu ac jp/place-name/psi/place-name-MOT337100
o ¥ hitp-//pladaek media osaka-cu ac jp/place-name/psi/place-name-SA000327

o ¥ hitp-//pladack media osaka-cu ac jp/place-name/psi/place-name-GHZ000071
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Figure 5 Spatio-temporal data of place name
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