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IT Professional Education for Regional Revitalization
— Case Study of Vocational College in a Provincial City —

SEIKO AKAYAMAT!

Abstract: Population outflows from rural areas to urban areas are increasing. Factors of the population outflow are in the economic
environment, especially the employment environment. It is considered that the lack of employment opportunities in a rural area for
young people invites the outflow of young people from rural areas to urban areas. To realize “Regional Revitalization”, it is
important that young people born and raised in rural areas have an active role in the local community. As of 2017, the population
of Hitoyoshi city, Kumamoto Prefecture, is 33,000 people, and the outflow of population is a big problem. In Hitoyoshi city's only
higher education institution "Kyushu Technical Education College (IT vocational college)" have concluded a comprehensive
agreement with Hitoyoshi city in July 2017. We are working on measures to stop the population outflow of the city in cooperation
with Hitoyoshi city. The contents of the comprehensive agreement are promotion of IT education for students, training for IT
professionals, attracting IT companies and satellite offices, IT support for local SMEs and promotion of migration and settlement.
IT is key word for “Regional Revitalization”. In our college, educational goals are students' "having a heart to love the region" and
"to acquire skills they can contribute to the local community with IT technology". I introduce educational case examples of our
college and want to discuss with participants on the theme of "How to educate IT professionals that supporting local regions?"
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