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A Proposal on Model of Communication in a Multilingual Society

CHIEKO NAKABASAMI'™

Abstract: This report focuses on local society where the local people are geographically and historically communicating with
plural languages. El Marsa in Tunisia of North Africa was the target region of the field survey on language use of middle class
inhabitants for the past three years. El Marsa is a multilingual society where Tunisian Arabic, French, and code-switching are
usually used in various communication between the people. People in El Marsa can be said plurilingual, and the languages they
choose depend on the situation. Language use data from 300 inhabitants was collected to analyze the correspondence between the
language used and the terms with whom they are talking to, and also conducted interviews. Considering the findings from the
survey, a communication model is proposed based on Nishinari’s IMV theory, Sperber and Wilson’s Relevance theory, and
Gould’s collaboration model among friends facing collective action.

Keywords: Multilingual Communication, Model of Communication, Tunisia, Code-switching
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Symmetric plot (axes F1 and F2: 84.91%)
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