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Construction of the Chikamatsu Joruri Corpus:

Some Issues Arising from Its Narrative Styles
Sae Ueno (Language Change Division, NINJAL)

“Joruri”, a traditional Japanese performing art, is a type of “Katarimono” (narrative) performed
by a Tayu (narrator). The style of its text has complex factors that are different from those of
novels, as well as plays. Therefore, some difficulties arise in constructing the Chikamatsu Joruri
Corpus, as a part of The Corpus of Historical Japanese (CHJ). This article describes the problems
caused by the discriminative style of Joruri texts, discussing, in particular, three issues:
punctuation marks, Moji-fu (the musical notation), and Kakekotoba (a pivot word).
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