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Nondestructive analyses of Cultural Properties
Blotted out the Black Cat ?

SUSUMU SHIMOYAMA

Abstract: Through element mapping image analyses using a X-ray analytical microscope that enables nondestructive analyses in
a non-vacuum environment, it was found that a ‘black cat’, painted in a green-blue mixture of chrome yellow and Prussian blue
originally existed in Vincent van Gogh’s Le Jardin de Daubigny (1890, Hiroshima Museum of Art), and that this ‘black cat’ was
directly painted onto the canvas.

Keywords: Vincent van Gogh, Le Jardin de Daubigny (Daubigny's Garden), Radioisotope (RI), X-ray Fluorescence, X-ray
analytical microscope
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