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Digital Archiving As “Mura-osame”
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Abstract. Depopulation is one of the most urgent social problems in Japan. To respond to that issue, the
Japanese government and researchers have long been discussing the discrepancy in population between urban
and rural areas. However, in spite of their efforts, no solutions have been found. Accordingly, Mura-Osame, the
idea of preserving the history and/or cultural artifacts of villages at risk of disappearing, has recently begun to
gain attention. Digital archiving would be one of the concrete approaches for this idea. However, in contrary to
general digital archiving for specific fine materials, there are a lot of limitations in budget, human resources and
workspaces. In this paper, the author attempt to sort out requirements of digital archiving for Mura-Osame, and
introduce current projects relating to these issues.
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Figure 1 Change in Population at Former Hikimi Town
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