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Investigation for Code Clone in Hardware Description Language

Abstract: The purpose of this study is to investigate the existence of code clones (i.e. code fragments that
have similar or identical code fragments in the source code) and affectabillity to its quality for Hardware
Description Language (HDL). There is a high possibility that code clones in software systems present a neg-
ative impact to the source code. Since HDL is similar to programming languages, code clones in HDL code
may cause bugs. This paper proposes a technique that detects code clones from Verilog HDL, which is one of
the most commonly used HDL. Basic idea of the technique is converting Verilog HDL code to Pseudo-C++
code so that CCFinderX can take and parse them. In addition, we conducted a case study to investigate the
characteristics of the code clones in the three open source hardware projects. As a result, 364 clone sets are
detected from 19 kLoC Verilog HDL code. The case study shows that merging these code clones is difficult,
because of circuit performance and specification of Verilog HDL.

Keywords: Code Clone, Empirical Software Engineering, Hardware Development, Hardware Description
Language
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1 module sample(clk, rst, a);
2 input clk, rst, a;

3 reghb,c; reg b, c;
4 output d; output d;

1 module sample(clk, rst, a);
3 :
3
4 ;

5 always @(posedge clk or 5 always @(posedge clk or
6
7
8

input clk, rst, a;

posedge rst) posedge rst)

begin begin
b

6

7 <= a; c <= b;
8 c <= b; b <= a;
9 end 9 end

10 assign d = c¢; 10 assignd = ¢;
11 endmodule 11 endmodule
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Y A} 3: Verilog HDL 22— F O

U Z b 4: Pseudo-C++ D

module sample (ck J k, q, b, sb );
input ck, j, k,
output q;
reg q;

always @( posedge ck or negedge rb or negedge sb ) begin
if (rb == 1'b0 )

OO WO U W -

q <= 1'b0;

else if ( sb == 1'b0 )
1 q <= 1’bl;
11 else begin
12 case ({j, k})
13 2'b00 : q <='q;
14 2’b01 : q <= 1’b0;
15 2°'b10 : q <= 1’bl:
16 2'bll : q <= ~q;
17 endcase
18 end
19 end

20 endmodule

1 class bample A sample (ck j, k, q, b, sb ) {
2 input ck, j,

3 output q;

g reg q;

6 always a( _posedge ck or negedge rb or negedge sb ) {
7 if (rb == 1'00))

8 q<=1

9 else)f(bb ::lbO)

10 q<=1b

11 else {

12 case ({j,k}){

13 2’b00 : q <= q;

14 2’b01 : g <= 1’b0;

15 2’bl0 : q <= 1'bl;

16 2b11 1 q <= "q;

17 }

18 }

19

20 }};
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®mmorlkx 81000baseX Bsd_card_controller

X3 77ANMCEENE 70—V FOEDHA

YDA+ 5 a—Frza—ryofl A

1 assign next-dbus-adr = (OPTION_DCACHE_BLOCK_-WIDTH
==5) 7

2 {dbus_adr[31:5], dbus_adr[4:0] + 5°d4} : // 82 byte

3 {dbus_adr[31:4], dbus_adr[3:0] + 4’d4}; // 16 byte

V2K 6 a—F2zu—ryofflB

1 always @Q(posedge clk ‘OR_ASYNC_RST) begin
2 if (rst) begin

3 // arithmetic results

4 fpu_result.o <= 32d0;

5 fpu_arith_valid_o <— 1'b0;

6 // comparison specials

7 fpu_cmp-_flag_.o <= 1’b0;

8 fpu_cmp_valid_o <=1’ bO

9 // exeptions
10 fpcsr o <= {‘OR1K_FPCSR_WIDTH{1'b0}};

11  end

12 else if(flush.i) begin

13 // arithmetic results

14 fpu_result.o <= 32’d0;

15 fpu_arith_valid_o <= 1'b0;
16 // comparison specials

17 fpu_-cmp-_flag_.o <= 1’b0;
18 fpu_cmp_valido <=1’ bO
19 // exeptions

20 fpcsr o <= {‘OR1IK_FPCSR_WIDTH{1'b0}};
.

artially omi

25 e
27 end // posedge clock

23 7///////////////////
24

YR+ 7 a—FZ7u—vofl BOEHE

always @(posedge clk ‘OR_ASYNC_RST) begin

if (rst | flush_i) begin

// arithmetic results

fpu-result.o <= 32’d0;

fpu_arith_valid_o <= 1 b0;

// comparison specials

fhu_cmp-flag-o <= 1'b0

fpu_cmp-valid-o <= 1’ bO

// exeptions

fpesro <= {'ORIK-FPCSR-WIDTH{1'b0}};
end

3 7//////////////////
4 ‘Partially omatted//

N i
17 end // posedge clock

RO OO0 TR WN -

B

RHEEDBVLETH 5 & IZRS e,
5. H%

KETIE, 4BETOT —RRAXT 4 OfEFRICE TR, DL
ToVH—FrT2Favickzb.
RQ 1 Verilog HDL 2 — FHiic

35 DD,
RQ2 7ZA¥a—FZu—viMEbnTw3 D,
RQ3 —WMAARTurI7Iv /S TRA5E
BUIFEEST 2 DD,

a— N2z u— v T
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Bmorlkx B1000baseX Bsd_card_controller
1.00

0.90
0.80
: 0.70
£ 0,60

&050
'\i 0.40
\ 0.30
0.20
0.10
0.00

X 4: 77 A48T ba—Fro—vr2EOTOEE&DHT

YZF 8 a—Frzu—ryofflC

1 generate
2" for (i = 0; i < OPTION_DMMU_WAYS; i=i+1) begin : dtlb
3 // DTLB match registers
4 mor%kx-true-dpram.sclk
5 #
6 AADDR_WIDTH(OPTION_DMMU_SET_WIDTH),
7 .DATA_WIDTH(OPTION_OPERAND_WIDTH)
8
9 dtlbzmacch_regs
10
11 // Outputs
12 .dout_a (dtlb_match_doutl[i]),
13 “dout_b (dtlb_match_huge.doutli]),
14 // Inputs
15 .clk (clk),
16 ‘addr_a (dtlb_match_addr),
17 .we_a (dtlb_match_wel[i]),
18 .din_a (dtlb_match_din),
19 .addr_b (dtlb_match_huge_addr),
20 .we_b (dtlb_match_huge_we),
21 .din_b (dtlb_match_reload_din)
22 s
23 )
24
25 // DTLB translate registers
26 morlkx_true_dpram-_sclk
27 #(
28 ADDR_WIDTH(OPTION_DMMU_SET_WIDTH),
29 .DATA_WIDTH(OPTION_OPERAND_WIDTH)
30
31 dtlbztranslate_regs
32
33 // Outputs
34 ‘dout_a (dtlb_trans_dout[i]),
35 ‘dout_b (dtlb_trans_huge_doutl[i]),
36 // Inputs
37 .clk (clk),
38 .addr_a (dtlb_trans_addr),
39 .we.a (dtlb_trans_weli]),
40 .din_a (dtlb_trans_din),
41 ‘addr_b (dtlb_trans_huge_addr),
42 ‘we_b (dtlb_trans_huge_we),
43 «din_b (dtlb_trans_reloaddin)
44
45

46 endgenerate

5.1 RQ1 : Verilog HDL 22— FHica—Frue—iz
HET 500
3o7unyc 7 D19 Fiioa—Fgrs 364 #
Da—Frza—-vfEthah, wiho7 ey 7 bick
WTha—Fru—vREET S LRI N,

52 RQ2:#%a¥a—Frue—rvREbhTnwbsoh
4.2.2 fiTi% Verilog HDL 2 — FHICFEET 2 a—F 2
O—VICOWNWT, 32907 u—yYEky F DEFIEEICHIT
EiTo7z. ABELZ320flizznEhna—F 70—y
TERL S N BRI e 5.
Wiw1 (UR P 5ISHE)
TR D EY 2 — VECRROGREEE ST T 5
Wiw2 (YR 6 xS
Fl—EY2—AWNICE T, BixdEciifEdsE
MoREx b OEIEAELN TS
K3 (UR P 8IZHE)
H—7mYz s PRICEBWT, (LB EE 2B
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—DOHMNEF > B ERINT WS,

Verilog HDL © &0 L, X2 EEOEY 2 —
AMEITTEZ 23 7 —F LT 2 & 5 REESTETE L 72\,
L2 L, [ E, FEl3 2 5 23 88 o @i o
MESHELR S0, 20k ha—Fra—ryiEs
N3, 2oL im0 s v — i assign I X 3R
ZFchl, FXoFEHR g LhogRicdieh 5 5.

KoLz, V2 6offlicihons Xdic, wiilkxzH
e Loz edneEzons. MLt
W IE— o | 2 EEHAE L 7275 25 ml i o MR kA 7% 7=
W, 0L ha—-Fru—viMfEbn 3.

K3 1L, ~RIEx R ZFE—HW oML, FIHT
% FPGA OfEFICE U CHig 2 EH L - wWiGHe, HE
TS HEBED B % FPGA ICEETE 3 X5 IcLz0BE
KRR Z 3. Tk ) RS TR A 2 B, @5
module & LTCERTIDENRD L7280, 77 4 LVEER
a—Fru—viind,

PEDz s, BEEOMERE  REM L, Fl—DRIEEAE
BEET 2135 BEMRIGHE AT % 2%, Verilog HDL
X AR WCIE, B—oa—-F T2 L)kl
DEHFRXTLBRT IEMEARTFEL W, T Za—
FAEEGEDRT AL ERH b0 a—FNrsu—vifEbn
TWwiEEZ5.

53 RQ3: G 7urs I vt RTRA
LRI T 5D

RQ 2 C#i~7z X 5 i, Verilog HDL 2 — Ffipa—F
7a—vizhEotEr SO Lo#ATELNTE
D, EHPREETH L. 72, wWEASEE O 7 7 A L/
THHEFAIN TV 2R e LTETONE, 20
£97%, APa—-Fra—vikhoTwb b oL, FHEIE
C7BRic—B L CBET 2 082S 2 A[REEAE V. i
Ll 7w 77 I v IEiEL Bir 5, Verilog HDL
DR E Wz 2., 2Dk, EEFARCTT2a—F2
u—vEESE LTI, a—F 27— v oL
b, —HLABEOXENEMTHELEZLNS.

6. Z4PEORG

RECIEARNEDOZYEICONTDOERLZITS. 6.1 Hi
TRIBREBEOMIFIC O WTihN3. 628iTld7r — X%
TADWRT By =27 ML BHER~DFEICOWTIER
3. 6.3 TIITr —AAXT 4BV THVZ CCFinderX
DEFFEICDWTIRR B,

6.1 I—F27o—vRIBOREE

KL CIE, RETZRHTHEORIE IO W TREEE
fTo T, REFEDOKEIL Pseudo-C++ 2 — F~D
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ZHHA & CCFinderX ICikiF T3 206N 5.

a— K7 va—YHRHORE I Precision & Recall & )
TODIEECHMi T2 Z 28 TE 3. Bellon b IIEED
a—Fzuo—vEHY Lo E T, §Y—n
OHFEREHRA L, FEECEBCa—-FI/n—rvTh
L EiEH ORI CHIE L, EMEA%IES Z LT, Recall
ZHIE LT3 [5].

REFHRCIIBREHER 2 1T 22— F2u—vTdh
3 HET S LT, Precision DFHMIII FEETITH &
LIZTTRECH B, 2D IclE, a—F 7 u—voHEkk
WERET IHERD 5. %72 Recall DFHIIC DWW T,
Bellon & OFEZ AW CIEMEY v P 2REET 2 2 LITATEE
TH DD, Thiciz% oz T2, MA<T, #ED
BMHFEEHET 20ELD 5720, IREFEOKEOM
AR S HROMETH B,

6.2 NRKRFay=z”7 b

KX T3 DA — 7 vV —ZATHFE I T» 3 [EHK
ENRICHERITo 72, #oT, DPHHNESELLZ 70
Y7 b DI FE L TV B R[BEE IR B ET B 2 L 8T
v, Tavelbhoa—-Fru—-voElGR ST
OV MCXBERBPKEVWLEEZONS D, LV%
ko7uy 7 b ZNRE LEFHERVLETH S,

6.3 CCFinderX D€

LD —2ZA 2T 4B T % CCFinderX DEE I,
Minimum Clone Length Dfi% 20 & L 7 fh i3 H1E it %
L7, a—F7ur—rvoliBfRiE, CoREMIckE
{HAF9 %. Minimum Clone Length Ofix K& 375 &
& T, Precision DfHIZKE { &Y, Recall (Z/NE <73 &
Ezond, £, SEBUEMEZFIAL %2 Minimum TKS
DEREIE, Hicr—2vyRoBwa—Fro—viciE
% Minimum TKS OfE%x K& §2 &, Hadhza—F
sa—viddulinh, Nl T34 %3, 5%, &
HREEIC oW CHET I b OETH Offic o
WA AR A MLETH B,

7. ¥l S5BOHE

AFFEIC BT 2 HEIZLA T OMY TH 5.

BBkl VerilogHDL 2—F%XfHRe L7za—-Fre—v
BHFEEREL 2.

B#k2 Verilog HDL 2 —FicbBwTdba—Fruo—v
DT B2 LR PALPICL, ZDRHICOWTH
L7z

AFXTIE, Veilog ZRRE L7za—Fr7u—vRHET

EERREL 2. BRETEL Verilog HDL 22— F % Pseudo-

CH+a—FNicEfd 2 c, Broa—Frzo—vik

84



YILDITIVOZT YT 0RO L 2016
IPSJ/SIGSE Software Engineering Symposium (SES2016)

HY — A CH % CCFinderX #FIf3 5. ZoFikiL, &
BRI A RS 2 2 28Tt & hiE, VHDL() @ X 9 Ao
HDL %, MfFoa—FZo— vy — A8 /E L T
Twra s Iy S EEICHOEATRETS 5.

3ODF =T VY —RADOEKEENRE LT —RARAR
74 %@L, Verilog HDL I3 22— F 27 o—vofE
ZiTo 7. AEOHRE, 1779 T4TD Verilog HDL 22— F
5 364D e —vEy FABE XN,

miEnzrzo—rvey b 3HEERESR, DL,
a—F/ru—vit, AEOHRENZERDOEY 2 —LET
BT 2 5mP, H—ey2—VNTHELEEME L
T REREZ RO M A HBUE R T 2 5 CIER S LT 7z,
AT, AR T R 2 L L 72 0B Ok Z ERT S
EOICEREINTwEa—Fro— v hiEEI Nz, WNR
Tavzs bEEeL, XOFEMICOT 5 2 L TH T
NL72b DN RO 2R H 5. /-2 h
LOFET 2EGICHT IHEISHOFETH 2.

Verilog HDL iIC k72 a—Fru—vid, ERFTs2L
DEEL W E RS IR o7, ERAREECTH 2 HHIC
X, SEOMKLEoMEBE, MO LEOMESH 5.
a—-Fr7er—viELYy 77T, ZJa—VvHICKN
T2 -HLTWAWEBERASZORERERSZ E b T
W3, V7 zTicBwClE, a—Frue—vERERT
28T, NBADY 27 BEET S TR T
% [16,17]. Verilog HDL ® 22— F 27 v — v 38238 L
Wiz, BEBERERZ e — v RICEEN D EEmET
ZRUCITEREZLOLEDL DD, DX RENBHL W
rsa—vRHIZHNLTIE, Y7b v z2TikBF52a—F72
o—vIcBT AR TREI VWS, —HLEREOX
1% [18,19] 72 L OB IIRHEMEHTH 2 L EZ b .
—HLABEBSSETHEZa—FHE, FETHLa—F
R ofllrE, BED L Z ARFKEHFOHIMICKTEST 2. L
L, ZEHCEY 2—VORTFEFR R S, LHBTTE 27
BEMEIEH Y, SBOMEHEEL VR 3.

KL CTRRIBFEOZ LI OV THEMmE L Tk
W, ZEEOREEICIIERES OMENMLETH Y, FD
oot FEEHEST 246 EYEH 5. thomHF
ErEH WY =V OFEERCIERESOHEE, {FFiEoMk
RS EE o FHii 13 S o & 3 5.

¥ 7z, Verilog HDL % w72 MR IC BT 5, a—F
Zu—y b7 OEENIC O W T O T 12 S % O
KHECH 5., LhL, A—7 vV —20RIEKEEAFEE MR
KHTRD Y 7 b Y = T I 2% L FROFAE LTI I
Hizo T, MWMEEREZ LT 2HEME T &2, fk
INTVBEANTEOEMB Y e o i D 5,
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