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Systematic Debugging Method for Attribute Grammars

AKIRA SASAKI," YOHEI IKEZOE' and MASATAKA SASSAf

Although attribute grammars (AGs) are easy to understand and write, debugging AGs is
not simple. The major part of the problem arises from AG’s specific difficulty, such as re-
cursive grammar structure and attribute dependency. Our goal is to let programmers easily
debug AGs but freeing them from such complicated dependency. Formerly, two debugging
methods of AGs have been proposed, one of which based on algorithmic debugging, and the
other based on program slicing. Although these methods achieve a semi-automatic way of
debugging AG descriptions, several problems remain in either methods. Furthermore, they
cannot work simultaneously because of the distinction of their underlying theory. In this
paper, a new systematic debugging method of AGs is proposed. Our approach is, in principle,
based on the former algorithmic debugging for AGs but can treat the two previous methods
by more general form. In fact, the two previous methods can be explained by our new method
in a unified way. This leads to a new debugging method that enables the integration of the
two methods. This integrated method have been implemented in Aki, a debugger for AG
description. We evaluate our new approach by the experience of using Aki, which shows the
usability of our debugging method.
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F = . L
{ L.pos = 1; (a)
F.val = L.val }
Lo o= B 1
{ Li.pos = Lo.pos + 1;
B.pos = Lg.pos + 1; (bug)

Lo.val = B.val + Ly.val }
| B

{ B.pos = Ly.pos;
Lo.val = B.val }

B =1
{ B.val = 2-B-posy
| 0
{B.val =0}
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Fig.1 Attribute Grammar G1.
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Fig.2 Attributed parse tree.
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Fig.3 Computation tree.
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Ll.pos = 1; {1}

L2.pos =L1.pos+1; {2}

L3.pos =L2.pos+1; {3}

B3.pos = L3.pos; {3}

B3.val =2"(-B3.pos); {1/8}
L3.val =B3.val; {1/8} S1
B2.pos = L2.pos+1; {3}

B2.val =0; {0}

L2val = B2.val +L3.val; {1/8}

i Bl.pos =Llpos+lI; {2}
Bl.val =2(-Bl.pos); {1/4}
Ll.val =Bl.val+L2.val; {3/8}
F.val =L1.val; {3/8}
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Fig.4 Attribute computation and attribute evaluation.
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val =3/8
correct?
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Fig.5 Query with a large sub-tree.
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Fig.6 Query with an incomplete sub-tree.

goboooboooooooooooooobooboooon
gbooooooobooobooooooooooboboo
gooooooooooooboooocoboooboooo
OO00000SynthO0ODOODOODOOOOOOCODOO
goooooooobobooboooboooooDbOoo
OOSynthOOOOOOOOOCOCOOOOOCOOO
goobooboboodooobooooooooooobooo
gobooooooooooobooooooooon
gooboobooooooodboobooobooooon
O00o0oooomSynthOOODOOOOOOOOO
goooboobooooboooobooo

00000 SynthOOOOOOOOOODOOOD
goooooooobooobooooboooooooo
0000000000 C0ODO00000 SynthOODO
gooooooooooboboboboDboobooo
0100000L2wel 0 SynthOOOOL2000
000000 L2pesO0O0O0O0000O L2wal OO
oboooooooooooooooboooobo 400
ddbab00OO00Ob00oooboooboooooboboboo
O000Llwel O SynthOOO OO 400bO0O0O
OooooOoocO0ooOooOSynthOOoooooo
oooooooooooooooooooooo cod
goooooooooooobeboooooooOooOrO

4000000000000 000DOODOOOOO
gooooooobooboobbooobooboooooo
oooooo

4. O0OO0OO0ODOOOOOOOOODOOOOoOon
ooo

4.1 0 0O00O0O
ugoboobooocoooooo
(1) ODDOOOULOOoOUoOOooOoOoOoO

Y 00000000000000000 L2.pos 0 Llwal 00
gooooooocoboOoOoOoO0ObOOO0OOOOOOO0 600
00000L2.pos 000000D00O0O0ODO



6 goooooooooooooooo

(2) ODOOOOOOODOUOOOOOOOODOOO
oobooooooo
gobooooooooooooboooobobooo
goboooooocoooobooooooooobo
ooooooooo
0010000000000000000 o0ODO
0000000000000 o0O0O0OODOO Attribute
Computation00 0000000 000O0O0O0OO
00ooooooo Io00o{(I—ey00ooooo
OboO0OOO0OOOODOOOOOOODOOOOOO
(—o)yonono ]
ooo01000000000 Llwal = Blval+
L2200l 00000 Llpos=1000000
((Bl.wal, L2.val)—L1l.val) , (—L1.pos)
oooooo 1
goooooooooooob10b000000 20
0o0ooo400000000
go2000000000000Q0O0C0O0COO
I = (i1, ,in) 000 X = (z1,",20) OO
000000 (I—o)0 o000 yOODOODOODOO
({I—0),X,y) 00000000000 o0000D
og 1
00 0000 ((Blwal, L2wal)—Ll.wal) 00O
oooooobooooo
(((Bl.wal, L2.val)—Ll.val), (1/4,1/8),3/8)

4.2 JO0O0O0OO
gooooboooboobobobbobboboboo
Synth 000 000000000000 OO0OOOOd
NODODOODO NJOODODDD NsOODOOO
goooobooooooboboooboboobobooog
gooooboooobbooobooboooooobo
00000000 Attribute Computation Composi-
tionO0O0 000000 O0O0OOSynthOODOODOO
gooooobooobooboboobbooboogoo
goooooU0oboOobOOobbOoOooobooobooboooo
gooboooo
000000 100000L1.pos 00 B3.pos O
gobobobgoo
(L1.pos—L2.pos)
(L2.pos—L3.pos)
(L3.pos— B3.pos)
00000000000000 B3.pos = Ll.pos—+2
goorsooooooooobbboboooooboo

Y 0oo00000000 10000000000000

Mar. 2002

gboobooouoooobooboooobooooo
goobobooooobobooooooooooon
oo03000o0ooooooooooooonn I=
(i1,-+-,in) 000 O = (01, - ,0,) 0000000
good
e D00 +elIJ00030ec0:00000000O
oboooo «000ooo
ooooor/oooobooooooooboooboDboo
oo0ooooooooOoOoooooOoOoooooo
000 (/=0)000000 I={}0000 (=0)
0oooooo(I=0)0 1000 oooooooo
gboooboooooooOooooboOooooDo
0o00/00 oOoboOoOoOoOooooOoOOooODOn
0000000 Set((I=0)) 0000000000
gooad
010000 oe0O0O00O
(X —o0) € Set({(I=0))
020 (X —y) € Set({(I=0))
=>zeXAx¢ID0O0O0OO0 20000
(X'—z) € Set({I=0))
0000000000 oeOO0OO0OO0OOO d€1
goooooboooooooooocboboooooo
0000000000 AO Blwel DOO0OOOOO
0000000000000 +eI0000000OO
O0(—o)00000000DO0OOODODOO
00 Set({I=0))0 (I=0)0 0000000000
ooooobooo 1
0OA00 100000
Set((L2.pos=(L3.pos, Bl.val)))
= { (L2.pos—L3.pos), (—L1.pos),
(L1.pos— B1.pos), (Bl.pos— Bl.val) }
1
ooboboooooooooooooo rorooo
oooooog (s,--0,8,)00000000OOODO
0000000000 (=(T.s1,--,T.5,)) 0000
oooooo
00400000000000000000 (I=0)
gbobodoooooooobooooooooooon
oo/oo00ooooo0OoooooooD xXxgyvy
0000J=0)00000((I=0),X,Y)0000yg
00 010000 (Ll.pos=B3.pos)y 00000
((L1.pos=-B3.pos), 1, 3)
1
obobooo3ooboobo400000000000
goobobooooobooooooboboboooobooo
oboooooooooboobooooooDbDbo



Vol. 43 No. SIG 3(PRO 14)

gboooboooooobooooooboooooboooDo
gbooooooboooooooobooooboobo
goooboobooocooobooooobooooooon
oooooooooooboooocoooooboooo
gbooooooooooobo soobono4000
goboooooooboooooooboboobooooo
4.3 00000O00OOO
gobbooooooobooooooo
ogooad
Set((I1=01)) D Set({(I2=03)) 00 O (I2=0)
0O (=00000000000000ODOOOO0
oog
Oal 01000000 401
Set((L1.pos=L1.val))
D Set((L3.pos=L3.val))

1
O00O0000ooo0oooooOooooogon L3wal
0000 SynthOOOO Llwael 0000 Synth OO
0000000000000000SynthO0OOOO
oboooooooooooooooooboon

ObO 01000000 400b00000 cId
Set((L1.pos=L1.val))
D Set({(L1.pos, L2.val)=(L1.val, L2.pos)))

1
O0oO0oOoOO0O0O0OSynthOOODODODOOOOOCDOO
ooboooooooboooOooooooobooon

oooao
Set({Ii=01))NSet({lo=0,)) = ¢ 000 0000
00000o0oooo0200000000 (Li=01)0
(IL=0.,) 0000000000000 ODOUDO
gooood
Oal 0100000
Set((L2.pos=L2.val))
NSet((Bl.pos=Bl.val)) = ¢

1
goooobooooobooboooboobooooooo
200 SynthOOOOOOOOOQOOOOOODOOO
OO0 Synth0OO0ODOODOOOOOODOOOODOOO
gooooooooooo

ObO 01000000 40000000 cd
Set((L2.pos=L2.val))

NSet({(L1.pos, L2.val)=(L1l.val, L2.pos)))
=9¢

1
OoOooooO0oSynthOQOOOODOOOOOCODO
ooboooooooboooOooooooobooon

goooooooooooo 7

-

07 OO0OOOOOOOOOOO
Fig.7 Definition of closed attribute computation

composition.
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Fig.8 Closed attribute computation composition.
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Fig.9 Illustration for Corollary 1.
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ACC’ = getNext ACC(ACC, {ACCy,---,ACC,}) ;
if Query(ACC’) == correct
/¥00000000 ACC'O
000000 ACCODOoDoQo */
return
GADqin(ACC, {ACC',ACCrr41, - -+, ACCy });
else
/*00000000000000 ACCCOoOoOoO */
return GAD,qin (ACC', {ACCy, -+, ACC,,, });

}
011 000000 GAD
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Fig. 14 An erroneous rule inferred by Aki.

ooooobob0 140 300000000000000
goooooooo

6. DOOOODOO

oooooc4000000000O0O0O0C0O0O00O0
goooooooooooon

6.1 OOO0OOO

0000000000 Akiooooogooooo
gboooboooooooobobobooooboooo
goooooooboboooooooooooooooon
goooboosooooooooooooboobooon
goboooooooooooobocoooooooon
gooobooobooooooooboooooooaoon
gboooboooooooooobooboobooooboo
gbobOoobooooooooooooooobooon
ooo

oooboooooooobooooooooooon
00000V 00000000000000Tiger D
oooooobbooboobbbO0obO0O000DoTiger-
FrontOOODOO0O0O0OO0O0O0O00O00O02000000
golos00oooooooon

gilio0oo0o000000bO00bOobcooooon
goboboobooooooooooooooobooo
gobooooboooooboooooooooooo
gooooobooobooooooooooOooooao
OooOoooOooOOoOoooDoOooOoO0O000O00SliceO
ADOGADODOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO
gooooooboDbOoOoboOoooooooooobo
gooooboooob4ryobO00OoOoOooobDOOOO
gbobooooooooooooooooooooboo
gooobooobooobooboooooooogn
00 OO0 FOOOOOOOODOOOOOOGCOO
goooooooooboboboobooooouoobooooo
goboooooooooooooocboooooooon
gooooboooooooooooobooboooooon
gbooobooooooobooooooooooooon
000000 GADOUOODOUOOOUOOODOOoOOO
goobooooooooooooooooobooooboo

goooooooooooo 13

01 000ogoogo
Table 1 Result of query count.

0 [ ooo [ oooo | Slice | AD | GAD

A 78 52 | 7(1) | 8(3) | 4(1)[6(1)]
B 146 103 | 6(1) | 9(4) | 5(1)

c 60 43 | 4(1) | 8(3) | 4(1)

D 56 34 | 9(1) | 6(4) | 7(1)

E 45 32 | 5(1) | 5(2) | 7(2)

F 104 69 | 7(1) | 6(2) | 2(2)

gboooooooooobooooooooobobon
oooooooAO0OOOOO1O0O0O000O0D000
gbooobooobooooobooooooboooo
gboooooooooooobobooon
6.2 O O
ooboobooooooobooooboooooooo
000000 AkiDOoODoOOoOoOoooooooooo
goooooooooo
g0o0o0oOoooooooooo SynthOOOODO
gooooooooooooobbooooo 1o
ADOOOOOOOOOOOOSlHcedOOOOO
gobooboooooooobooooooooboo
gbooooooooocboobooobobooobooobo
obooooooooobobooooooo 110
GADOOOODOOOOOODOOOOODODOOO
goboooobooooooobooooobooo
goooooooboooooboooOoOobooooon
ooboooooobOobObooooooooooo
goooboooooooobooobooooooboo
gooboobooodoooooooobooooooo
ooobooooboobooboooobobbobooon
uboooooooooooooboooobooooo
gobooboooooobobooooon
gooooobobo DbOoooooobooooboooo
goboboooooobooooboooobooon
goboooobooooooooooboooon
gooooobooooboooooooboo 110
EFOFO ADODOOOODOOOODDOODOOOO
gooooboooooooboooboooooDo
gooooooooooooooooooaon
goooooooooooooon
goboobooooooooooboooooboon
ooooooooobooboooooboooooa
goboooooocooooooobooboooooo
goboooooooooooooooooon
oooooooooooobooooooooon
goooboo
ooboooboooooooooboooooooon



14 goooooooooooooooo

goooooooooooooboooooooon
goooooooooooboooobooooon
oooooboooooobooooooooooon
oboboooooooobobooooboobooboobo
gobobooobooooboobooooobooooo
oobooooobobooooooboooooDoon
gooooooooobooooboboo Ooooboooo
oooosoooooboooooooooonbd
goboooodobooooooooooooon
gbooooboooooooobooooooooboa
goooooooooocbOoooooooooon
oooooboooooooooooboobobooo

gooooboooooobbooobooobooboo

obobooooooboob oooooboobobobooo
oboooooooooooboooooooobobooo
gooboboooooooboobobobooonoo
OO00TigerFront 000 O0OD0 4000000
gbooooooooooooooboooooan
gbbooboodoboooooobooboogoooao
oooool1oooooobooooooooboo
ooooooooooooooooo 10 EOF
0 GADOUOOOOOOoOoOoooooooom
ooboooooooooobooooocoobooooo
gooooooooooboooooooooboooooo
goooooooooboooooboooobooobooon
goboooooooooboobOobboooooo
gooobooooooooooooooobooboooon
goood
oooood
uoooobooooobooboooobooooo

gooooooobooobooobboboooobbOoooon

Do0opoAkiOOO0O000oOoOooooooooooo
ooooooooobocooo
gooooooooooobooboboooooooo
gooooooooobobobooboooooboboobooboon
goooooooooboooobboOoobobobooo
0000000 O0TigerFront 00000000000
gooooooooooobooooobooooood
gooboooooooobooboooooooon
gooooo
gbobOboodoodooooobocoooooooo
gbobooobooboobooooooobooooobooo
ooobooooooon

O O

gooooobooooobooooDoo

e J600I0O0OO0OODDOODODODODODOO

Mar. 2002

gooooooooocooooooboboooobo
gooooobooooobooooooboooonDo
oooboooobooooooboooobooooo
gboobooooooooobooooooooooon
goobooboooooooooboboboooooo
goooboo

e DOOODODODOOODOOOSynthODOOOODO
goobobooooooooooooboboooooo
goooooboooooooooooooooa
ooooooooobo 4000000000000
ubooooooboooooooooo

7. 0000

Declarative Debugging Scheme® 00000 OO
00ooooooooo0oooooooooooog
0000000000 ooUoooooooooog
000000000000 ooooooooooog
oooooOoOoOooOOoOo0oOoooDOoOoOooooo
gooooooooooooopoooooooooo
oooooooooooo9yoooooooooo
0000odoooooooooooooooooo
0do0ooooooooooooooooooogo
0000ooooooooooooooooooood
000o0o0o0oooooOooooooooooon
oooooooooooooo

Jo00o0oooooooooooooooooooa
000000o0oooo0oooooooooooooon
ooooooooooooooo

Interprocedural slicing

00000 0oodo0oooouooooooooo
Interprocedural Slicing5) gbooooboooooo
oooooUo0oo0oooOooooOogooooooo
000000000GADT® 00000000000
00o0oo0O0o0OoOOoDoooooOooooooon
00000ooooooooooooogooooo
0000000000000 0000000oooo
0000000000o0ooooooogooooo
000000000 0Interprocedural Slicing O OO
oooo

47 000000000000 0O0O0O0OOO0OSynth
o0oooO0oUoooooooooooooooodg
000000000000 oooog SynthOoOO
000o00ooo0ooooooooooooooog
oooooood

assertion

assertion 00 00000000000 O0OODOO



Vol. 43 No. SIG 3(PRO 14)

gooooooooopOoOoboboooOoogooooDoo
gobopooOCOoOoOoO0OobDOoobOoooOooboooboo
assertion 0 D0 OO0 Oassertion 0 000 O OO0
goobooodoooooooooooooboooo
goooodooooooobOoDOboOooOogoboon
000000000000 “yes/no” 00000000
00000o0ooooDo000ooooDoooooooon
ooboooboooooooooooobooboobo
O00Dassertion000000000O%0

FORMAN? O Oassertion 0 000000000
goooooooooOobooboboooooOoon
OOOOFORMANOOOODOOOOOOOOOODOO
O00DDOassertion 00 000O000OOOCDOOOO
O000O0OOassertion 0000 O0O00OOOODOO
00000000000 000 FORMANOOOOO
ECGADTY 00DO00ODDO0DO0O0OOODODOOO0
000000000 assertion0 000000

gobooooooobobooobooooboobooDbo
00000 assertiond 00000 OO0DOOOOODO
goobboooooooooooobooooooobo
gooboooO0oobooooOobOoOoboOooooDoon
gboOooOobo0ooooOobooOoobooboboooo
gooooooooooooboobobooooo
good

8. 04004

gbobooobooobooobooooboobooD
ooo
uooooooooboobooooooobooooon
oboboobOooobooooooboobooobooooDo
000000000 ooo0o0oOooOoOSynthOO
gboboooboooooooooboobbooooo
obooOooooobOoOoooocoooobooooboooboo
oooooboobooooooboooboooooooo
gooooboooooooobobooboooDboOo
goooooooooooooboogoo
O0000000000000O0000 AkiOOOO
gbbooooooboooboooooooooooon
O0000000AkOOO00O0O00O0O0O0000O0
obooooooooooocobooooooo
uoboobooooooobocooooooboodoo
gbobobooooooooooooobobooboao
gbooobobooooooboooooooboobooon
ObO00O0Oassertion0000000O0O00OOO
gooooooooobooooobOooooDbboo
gooobooooooobooooooboooobooon

goooooooooooo 15

gooooood

ud OoooOocoboooooboboooooobo
goooooooooobobooooboooooooo
gjooboooooboooboooooooooooo
oooood

g o o o

1) Appel, A W.: Modern Compiler Implemen-
tation in Java, Cambridge University Press
(1998).

2) Auguston, M.: FORMAN — A Program For-
mal Annotation Language, Proc. 5th Israel
Conference on Computer Systems and Software
Engineering, pp.149-154, IEEE Computer So-
ciety Press (1991).

3) Drabent, W., Nadjm-Tehrani, S. and
Maluszyniski, J.: The use of assertions in al-
gorithmic debugging, Proc. International Con-
ference of fifth generation computer systems,
pp.573-581 (1988).

4) Fritzson, P., Auguston, M. and Shahmehri,
N.: Using Assertions in Declarative and Opera-
tional Models for Automated Debugging, Jour-
nal of Systems and Software, No.25, pp.223—
239 (1994).

5) Horwitz, S., Reps, T. and Binkley, D.: In-
terprocedural slicing using dependence graphs,
ACM Trans. Prog. Lang. Syst., Vol.12, No.1,
pp.26—60 (1990).

6) Ikezoe, Y., Sasaki, A., Ohshima, Y., Wakita,
K. and Sassa, M.: Systematic debugging of
Attribute Grammars, Proc. 4th International
Workshop on Automated Debugging AADE-
BUG2000, pp.235-240 (2000).

7) Korel, B. and Laski, J.: Dynamic Slicing of
Computer Programs, System Software, Vol.13,
pp-187-195 (1990).

8) Mayoh, B.H.: Attribute Grammars and Math-
ematical Semantics, SIAM J. Comput., Vol.10,
No.3, pp.503-518 (1981).

9) Naish, L.: A Declarative Debugging Scheme,
Journal of Functional and Logic Programming,
Vol.1997, No.3 (1997).

10) Sassa, M.: Rie and Jun: Towards the Gen-
eration of all Compiler Phases, Proc. 3rd In-
ternational Workshop on Compiler Compilers,
LNCS 477, pp.56-70, Springer-Verlag (1991).

11) Sassa, M. and Ookubo, T.: Systematic debug-
ging method for attribute grammar descrip-
tion, Information Processing Letters, Vol.62,
pp-305-313 (1997).

12) Shahmehri, N.: Generalized algorithmic de-
bugging, Ph.D. Thesis, Linkoping University



16 goooooooooooooooo Mar. 2002

oo oo

1976 00 020000000000
goooooooooooooon
gooooooooooboooo
gbobooooboooooooooon
goooooo

(1991).

13) Shapiro, E.Y.: Algorithmic Program Debug-
ging, The MIT Press (1982).

14) Shimomura, T.: Critical Slice-Based Fault Lo-
calization for Any Type of Error, IEICE Trans.
Information and Systems, Vol.E76-D, No.6,
pp-656-667 (1993).

15) Weiser, M.: Program slicing, IEEE Trans.
Softw. Eng., Vol.10, No.4, pp.352-357 (1984).

(00130 70 11000)
(00 130 120 28000)

o0 ooooooo
19480001970 0000000
O00o000o001974 00000
gooooooooooooooon
goo 0O obooboooooooesroon
19720001994 0000000 goooboooooogezonon
ubooooooooobo199 OO gobooooooooooooooobobooooDon
ooooooooobooooo2001 goboooooooboboooboooboooooo
gbobobOoooocooboooboooo goboooooooboooobobobooboooooon
oooooooooooooooo oooooooobooboooooobooooboboomao
goooooooobooooboboobooooobooono O00@o0o0ooU0000U0O0O0OACMOIEEE O
gobooooooooboboobbooooDbo ooo




