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Developing an information service to support global environment

research through collaboration with pro bonos

Yasuhisa Kondo / Satoshi Ishikawa (Research Institute for Humanity and Nature)
Mami Enomoto (Women Who Code Tokyo)

It is anticipated that open-accessed scholarly journal articles trigger citizen science, in which
non-professional researchers collect and analyze data from a different viewpoint or motivation to
produce novel research methods and interpretations beyond the conventional view of professional
researchers. Based on this anticipation, we held an ideathon with pro bonos (or skilled volunteers)
to design an information service to support global environmental research by citizen science. The
results enlightened the importance of motivating civil volunteers to be engaged into research by
inventions such as gamification and setting agenda that can easily be understood by their
everyday experience.
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(designed by Satomi Wanami).
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Figure 3 A snapshot of the group work.
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Figure 4 Graphic recording of the input seminar (drawn by Satomi Wanami).
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Figure 7 Outcome of the ideathon (3) “Michikusa-Kuu Log” (Loiter-and-Grass-Eater’s Weblog).
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