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The present project aims at developing an automatic evaluation system of non-native speakers’ 
pronunciation in Japanese. In order to examine the quality of stimulus sentences and feasibility of 
the paired-comparison method to be used in our main study, a group of Japanese native speakers 
were asked to judge pairs of sentences read by Chinse leaners of Japanese. The results showed 
that native speakers’ judgements were highly consistent, suggesting that the paired-comparison 
method can be used to establish an evaluation measure for a computer-based assessment. We plan 
to expand the data size by increasing the number of learners and by employing a crowdsourcing 
technique to obtain paired-comparison data from a large pool of native speakers.  
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