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Quantitative Comparative Analysis for Saikaku’s Works 
Ayaka Uesaka (Graduate school of Culture and Information Science, Doshisha University

Research Fellow of the Japan Society for the Promotion of Science) 
  
In this article, we focus on Saikaku Ihara's writing style. Saikaku Ihara (c. 1642 93) is one of 

the most famous writers of the Genroku period (1688 1704) in Japan. Saikaku’s novels are 
known for their significance of developing Japanese novels today. However, it remained unclear 
which novels were really written by Saikaku. Meanwhile, he also wrote other genres of work: 
Yakusha Hyoubanki (actor’s critique), Jyoururi (Japanese ballad drama) and Chishi (topography). 
We examined his novels and other genres of work using Principal Component Analysis. These 
results revealed that genres had more influence compared with a writer’s style.  
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