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U-face: a User Interface Design Tool Based on Multiview Model
Tomonar: KanBat and Osamu Hasumorof

A novel user interface (UI) design model called a multiview model is proposed, and
a Ul design tool, U-face, developed with this model is shown to contribute to improved
Ul quality. The multiview model is a design model to design well-balanced UI by
checking it from various aspects. It is based on the following principles. (1) Various
Ul aspects are described in a variety of ways, and each description is called a view.
(2) Design views are automatically transferred to verification views. (3) Each view is
displayed on a window of a multi-window system. U-face, developed with this model, is
a Ul design tool for generic terminals and it consists of design views and verification
views. The design views consist of a screen layout view and operation rule view. The
verification views include an operational simulation view, a screen flow diagram, and a
mode sequence diagram, and so on. The efficiency of U-face is verified by the experiment
of building a typical application and finding its Ul problems.
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