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An Audio Browsing Method for Effective Skip Listing of an SNS Stream
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Abstract: Today, in widely spread Social Networking Services (SNSs), contents are delivered as a stream
(SNS stream) to users. Generally, SNS users would not read each content in an SNS stream perfectly. Users
would estimate the value of each content for themselves based on some parts of each content and they skip
the content if it is judged less valuable. Audio browsing is widely used in situations where users cannot their
vision and where visually impaired persons brows contents. However, when users brows an SNS stream with
conventional audio browser, every content in the SNS stream have to be read aloud perfectly. Therefore,
it is difficult for the users to brows the SNS stream effectively. For effective audio browsing of an SNS
stream, this paper proposes a method for supporting effective “skip listing.” In this method, users who have
posted content in an SNS stream are grouped based on the assumption that relationships between users
would be important cues for estimating the value of the content, and the audio of the content is played at
the orientation of the group of the user. Based on the experimental studies with Audio Twipp, which is a
prototype system, the proposed method enables users to brows contents more effectively in an SNS stream
than conventional simple audio browsing.

Keywords: SNS, audio browsing, skip reading, SNS streams
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