Vol. 34 No. 9

BRLBEE LR

BREBEA VY 7 21— CHITBEBOHE

mooE E R

REFAPBRIZEEZRFEA LI ROBRIE, BREEFC I AIWFELZBEIORL—-ZXREDLELTVEAE
BERTHS. HREFEA VE 72— ACBOTHZOLIRIMBBEARET B ERE-T, ABES
UCORELFRTERE 2ERTIHLERD 5. XRSBHEOO &DTH B4 (Ellipsis) i3, #%EEHT
D, FEELPOWHHIECENEA (RickFa) OFBLEL, T OREWA EHENDS L 3Bk
BT AN (B8 25T T3REFLVEEL, ATRTIOBRRABTON T OBERSIRICHYT 2H5
HRFEMHOERARTERT 3L L > TERENSE. AR TR, (1)BRYROBERICENT, Z0E
WOSEBEEET 3IEAOBERMICOVT, 7V4 — FERTT > L EBROBRCESOTHETS. KE
BTR, A3, BERENSEHSRCEAUXOBRERTHIEAKR, BEHOBAEMICIBENSHESEL,
BITEBELIN TS 3 ONBHERE UV TEFINBZLEEZHO ML U ChODOBEISRBINS
BEREREREREFEETS. (2)ABBRO:DICHEL R 3 EEARERNBICHEL 1 ERERFELE
£Y5, AFEREEREORTACERNELZBRT 3200 EREERT S 60T, HEHEEL
BHANBRELOWENBEHETH 5 M, BERROBERBES TH 2 A TEBLETHE L SDTHS.

Handling Ellipsis in Natural Language Interface Systems
Tsuneakr Katof

Natural language interface systems must understand ellipsis if we want to make dialogue
with them more fluent. To realize this they must identify as the correspondent, the
constituent of the previous utterance that semantically corresponds to the elliptical
utterance, and re-construct the semantic content after replacing the correspondent with the
elliptical utterance. In this paper, (1) Based on the results of experiments using
questionnaires, we report which type of constituent tends to be chosen as the correspondent,
where several candidates exist. The constituent conveying older information or the
largest constituent is favored. (2) We propose a semantic representation method that
enables ellipsis understanding. In this method, partial information for constructing the
complete semantic content of an utterance is distributively attached to the nodes of the
syntactic structure. The semantic content can hold an explicit relation to the correspond-
ing syntactic structure, and, thus, can be easily re-constructed.
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Fig. 1 A semantic content representation on a syntactic structure.
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Fig. 2 Handling coordinate structures and Ellipsis.
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