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Abstract: Math input interfaces of most current computer aided assessment (CAA) systems that are able
to assess answers using mathematical expressions, are cumbersome for novice learners. In 2011 Professor
Testsuo Fukui of Mukugawa Women’s University proposed a new mathematical input method similar to the
ones used for inputting Japanese characters in many operating systems. He developed an interface that
implemented this method for professional users, called MathTOUCH. In this paper, we have presented a
new math input interface that optimizes the MathTOUCH’s math conversion engine for mathematical CAA
systems. This proposed math input interface was implemented in STACK. We used an experimental perfor-
mance test to investigate whether students can input mathematical expressions using our proposed interface
more smoothly than with the standard interfaces found in current CAA systems. Our results show that
this new input interface allows task times of approximately 1.2 - 1.6 times faster than with the standard
interfaces. Moreover, our system was shown to have a high level of user satisfaction in regards to math input
usability.

Keywords: computer aided assessment systems for mathematics, input for mathematical expression, user
interface, STACK, Moodle
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Table 1 Example Maxima format outputs using MathTOUCH Jr.
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Fig. 1 A standard Math input interface using
STACK’s Maxima format.
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Fig. 2 A sample screenshot of MathTOUCH.
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Fig. 3 The interface for MathTOUCH Jr., a proposed
alternative to the original MathTOUCH.
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Table 2 A sample of greek and mathematical symbols which
can be used in MathTOUCH Jr.
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Fig. 4 MathTOUCH Jr. input procesure.
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|2, MathTOUCH Jr. *5 ® Maxima 2 <> K% AJJT )
TIHFEAL, BWICT 4+ — A ADPBET 2HEE 7T 7T 4
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Fig. 5 A screenshot of MathTOUCH Jr.’s
STACK implementation.
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BHHROBNAN S A TERIBETH TNV T Y XA Za—b
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HENRIT Y AT D2 B W CTHE & % 1E L7 10 E R
WKEERE AT LTH SV, ZOBOHEVRTE (—%E
V7 4) KT AEENT—% 2l LiHiziT). 22
T, =PV TF 1 ICHETLIERNT— % &1E, HA [33]

*6 Moodle N® STACK @ input 74 L7 NVHNIZT T 74 V[
DT 4LV M) ERERL, %74 L2 bR MathTOUCH
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6 STACK 293 L 7z DragMath
Fig. 6 A screenshot of DragMath’s STACK implementation.

x 3 #REH—E (N
Table 3 A breakdown of task test participants.
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. w2 3 3
A :
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T s 6 5
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CEBa—HE) 71 3EHE GR - - WlEE) 02
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Fa4 v A7 THELEN
Table 4 The six mathematical expressions used in

our task test.
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(4) FERiREE (v > - JREMH - ETFIE) 26— 5
BEIRTHAAT UL 721 0557 5 STACK CTEEd 5.
EEITH (2) TERELLY A7 Dd0BRIE, K4l
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DEINZLDEZFNEN2OTORY, WY RS 572
W, FNH 6 DD ASEEEOFIEE ST 5.
4.1.2 2AXAITDES
REBIZBWTHEBREICERLTO 728 A7 J, &
X, A8 72—k 2HVWE4ITRT 620K El~
E6 $_XC% [IELC] ANTH2ETHAE. 72721, 15
EZhD2FHOMEO—HEEZ, BEv=aT V2l
TH L, IAPFHBNTELWBICAR S F THMETHEIE
LTIwdor L7z, 22T, [IELL] BiE, 2kT6E
HL7HAHEI T HLTWAEIERIBLTWAS, 12k
ZE, B B4 IR T2 T TH S5, Al
DFEEFTIE STACK Tld%e {4 v ¥ 7 = — AE5OEAEM:
DAHEFMT A28, RiJk L, BADERLEBYICAT
LTb56o7. F72, FFEEIS, EOUITH-TH
KR E] (j=1~6) DANBERAIZL AL 25UANTET
LTwZenrs, 1D ORIRRMZ 245 & L7z,
L7zoT, A% 72—k &flio THERE i, (=1~
Ni.) B41o729 A7 J 2BV TEHN E1I~E6 O Wiy
DRI, HIFREERE % 8 X 72 A I AE R & I 5. 2
T, Ny 35727 Jp 2B L72AEMERRERET, /2
PPICELI~E6 L 6E) BXEATILTLF - 254138
MET 5.
Z T, WERE i, O 5 A7 EROHIBELER (¥ R 7 3EK
%1, KEWE 0) % (i) TET.
0 AEH
{]%&
INIZEY, A8 T 2= A kDY ATERELE M, X

8 (ix) = (1)
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Table 5 The questionnaire results regarding subjective satisfaction with the usability

of each interface.

(EMoEX) 77— M-I

5 BWFFERIETE (SD)

UIl UI2 UI3
(A B LT 8) BROANFIRE < 25— 5D fijH 7 3.94(0.97)  3.64(1.11)  3.73(1.23)
(B. #h%ME) BRXEFL, AL=RICANTES 3.83(0.89) 2.97(1.16)  3.42(1.09)
(C.BEZICLE - BIELRTE) ANIADPD R, @2 CHBIEIRHYEZ 57 3.86(1.12)  3.56(1.12)  3.33(1.22)
(D. RELRT &) MBR, ANHEEZRERZ TV 4.46(0.70)  3.82(0.76)  3.91(1.01)
(B. BRHER) 4585 LERZANT2HETH 7L 33 E 20T 1 5 — %o TAHALWTT2?  4.43(0.78)  3.79(0.95)  3.91(1.10)

Nyr1=35, Nyr2=39, Nyr3=33

5EIRGEERE (148 2REFIEDEV, 28 1 HFENVZH)Bbawv, 3605V A, 4802009, 5 2Tb2H))

#k (2) TEEND.

N
My = 6 (ix) (2)
=1
L72h 2T, ¥ AZERHE P IR (3) TRT LT
&5,
=N, (3)
RIZ, FA7 Ty Db, BAE ZIELSANTHZ L
BI AT jEWR, W i, YA jERERTHDIC
o 7o % T (i, j) €358, A V5T x2—RAkDF
¥j 5 2 7 KR Ty, (330 (4) CEHZSND.

N 6T (insj
To= 5 350 (W) (4)

Thbb, A7 J, ZERCTEIHZDI L, 1 208K %
AT DI 05 FHERTH 5.
4.1.3 mWEEDAE

A8 72—k 2l LmEEZH L2012, ¥
7T A MET RIS B OFFEREEICES T v — b
rELZ 5 RE). BEMEHAICE, 2—FE) 714
T [34] #5Z 2 [HRLRLT S, 3], [RELST
&, THEZICCE - BIELRT &) BT A2 EMEBs
FHifiE LT THFAAER] CET2EMICRELTL L5
7z, NG 5 HBITHS L AR EM L 2R 5 O 15H
VRS, F70, HEBEICA vy 7o —AZOWTHEICT
AV MERIBLTO S o7/, 72721, BRADIRET LA
5T 2= AWENTH LTS WE ) IZEE L 7.

P,

4.2 EROEMR
4.2.1 EiFIE

FAT J wERTALOIE, A5 T —A k2K
BEANATREO /L2 RS HLEF DY), WhE~5
27 OFNCEEHAZ L, E2IToTb o072, Ll
BEDWERE 72 A % 72— Ak O H 721,
FERHE OFHARLFAFE DL 12 & o TR - TV TP
ERHOoTLE). TOHEDOBEEIZOVTIIRD 4.2.2 HT
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F 6 HETHH LB

Table 6 Practice mathematical expressions used in this study.

Bfr  ARE | BelE S ESE Y6
B1 142 P1 22 — 8z + 16
B2 2-1 P2 x4y + 2v/30
B3 2z P3 gg%

B4 = P4 5 (1 —2)
B5 z? P5 isiaz

B6 V2 P6 1 —sin? (7z)
B7 V2

B8 o

B9 sinx

B10 cos T

B11 sin?

B12 cos? x

MARL,. L72At o T, ETFIEIL, KD 1)~6) DL HITFE

it L7z,

1)  EhBRBEO®EN & B E 5

2) A V¥ Tz—AkDEEHRY

3) ATERMEME (R 6 © B1~B12) X 2/
HE

4)  FEEME (£ 6 ©PL~P6) 12X 2 REFESOMNY

5) AV J, OENM

6) WREICET LT v — FOFEN

YAy EmBEEE LT, vV iE 9y T by TSIy
¥ 2 —% (HP ProBook 4740s, OS: Windows 7 Profes-
sional (32bit)) My, FZF —FK— FEGTOF—E v F
2Y19mm, ¥—A I —72%2.2mm, JIS fEHEHENL - OADG
WREGITH L. 7 F—OMHIRIEBREDEE L L.
72, HEDY vF 8y FIMERAET, B~ 7 2%l
XKL, V7 by 2 TR L7z STACK O3 —
T a it 3.1 T, Moodle (X 2.5.24+, 7 7 7 %1% Internet
Explorer9 T 5.

A7 Ty DEMmMEIX, (k=UI1) MathTOUCH Jr. ®
Y& Hs 3.4 BiT/RL7ZK 5, (k=UI2) 2% 2.2 i TR L7
M1, (k=UI3) 4.1 HiTRLZK 6 ThA. KFMNHE
WCRIRZ <, $CIATERBTE S L9112, Bl LI

i
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Table 7 A summary of task-performance rates (in percentage terms).

A5 T7x2—Rk UIl. MathTOUCH Jr. UI2. Maxima  UI3. DragMath
FIIEH %4 Py Myn Pyro  Myr2  Purs Myrs
TR 97.1 34 89.7 35 94.1 32

R 923 12 75.0 9 83.3 10

HI
~ B 100.0 22 96.3 26 100.0 22
Jars3ivys L 93.8 15 80.0 16 86.7 13
R »H  100.0 19 100.0 19 100.0 19

Ny =35, Nyrz =39, Nyrs =34

ANTREST A7 5 (12720, jiE1~6 DEIZ) DA E;
% 2 RILFLTIIR L7z, BB I Rof 872 —2
WX o THXEZ AT 5 LB TOMRELY) 7Hh5DA
TRERDT 4 = ¥ Ny V&R L TROI A7 ji=j+1
~itts.

4.2.2 B#EFHAA - MBOK—1%E

A7 I, BT A ¥ T2 — Ak OFRZBHREZ LT
EiL, ¥ A7 OuOBREIH - HAdE BT, > ¥
Tr—AkIZEOTH—LZDIZRDA4ETHA.

(i) FEhRsEokk— (FESH)
(il)  #HHIEHE (a), (b), (¢
(a) HEEIHZESR - =) 7 OfkE
(b) For~v—27 (I—=vI, #, @, WwHEE) O
FEAUN
(c) FEARTHE (£6 ©B1~B12) OANRETIH
(i) FARERMEHME (£ 6 © B1~B12 #EBIZAT)
(iv) EEHE (6 © P1~P6)

(i) OFHHEE DA ZFH L 72~ = 2 7V & BB 12
L, H (a), (b) x~¥=2 7 VIZif-> CHEFH L7214
) OWEH (¢) 215, BT (1) OEARERHEM
BEIZIY HATY B o7z, 72720, HUEGHFERIZA >~ %
Trx—=RAkIZLoTHLETRW., ZOHEIE, Maxima &
FA TR DragMath D617 F A MRERC~ 7 AF(E%
E51EADREBANE D SN TV L EEFHIIE FEL O
\24F L C, MathTOUCH Jr. D343, M4 TRLZED
ATy i A RTFIR~Y — 7 OFRZ SHPIEE X
FALUTH, LW EFHB L2 FEES 2 0nwh5TH
5. EWTIE3), 4) OBE T, ANHEDIGHSR\Y
HEM % Z 0T, BHSRWEE REEICO T TN T
Mo 1 oEE L7 a3 EEE L ) A HEOHH EIT -
7. FEERME (iv) 0B Pj (j=1~6) 13 Ej L FfE (F
DIRPELED) THY, TOADPHEHRTE TRV E
5 AT EWRIE P, \IE B LY, FEREERE Ty, (23R E
W RPN LD TEEMRTHS. LiL, Tl (i)~ (iv)
DB 2T, BMORLL EO~v=2 7 VoA
WHHHOM T OB LELICIIEESNS., Z0#EVNE TS
BIF/NE LT B0, EiTFIE 4) OF B RTEHE LR
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BIHIBR % 3137, AN TIEL S AJJTE % F TR
RELTH 5, BFEL N LOM—%X -7z
4.2.3 2 XU ERBEEOAIE

FRD I, REBRTIIA VY T2—A LICL 5T
—OEBBEDO AT k% — B L 7RET, ¥ A7E
BRI OMEZITH . Lo T, TOERHETIESY A
7ERREEIC L 5T, 413 HTHRR7zZ =) 7 1 4§
D)L, [HRLPTS] BLO [RREOLRT ] 2%
BRI 22 ETE RV, L2, FAZ jOIRTE
BREIE T (ig, §) 1, 412 HTERLZL ) IBIERRFLT
Wh 7, [REE] BLXO THLHEZ 1S - BELST
S| OFFEERAENICH > TV D LRSS,

¥ A 7 ZNEER T (i, j) OWEL, BEROTZA7 Y
THHE €74 F v 7 F v — 7 b Bandicam [35] IZ & 5
THH L, MathTOUCH & Maxima B AT HRIE, 13
FTHEAN LTS, HEX—ZAT N EwEOT 7
L—bt227 )7 LThoaBBERZL, Aanf
AR L) TICFREND T T% 0.1 BPHALTEHI L 72,
¥ 72, Bandicam O~ A7) v 7R RERE A vy FRA]
F=I PRI AT) v I DY A IV TG B LI
L7

4.3 EERER
4.3.1 ZXUERERDOMER

EEORER, ¥ A7 EREE M, &, Myn = 34,
My = 35, My;z = 32 Cholz. L7za8-T, ¥ A
7 FE IR Py 1Z, MathTOUCH Jr. 2% Py1=97.1%, Max-
ima XA AT A% Pyr2=89.7%, DragMath I& Pyy3=94.1%,
Lol INLORREEHR - BRHN, TurIsIrs
BREROAFHEN ONRE & HIZR 7 IRT. ERFICELT
Fisher O IEFEMEZRIE AT o 72kE %, AEKUE BN THE
EIFR SN LD o7 (p=0.4971).
4.3.2 2 X7 ERFREOBIERESR

Sy R 7 EREEM T, 1E, MathTOUCH Jr. 28
Tyn=24.3 %, Maxima JZ X AT 25 Ty 12=28.8 %, Drag-
Math % Ty3=39.0 B CTH o72. INLDFERB LU
o BRB, 70T 3 T REERORF BRI O IR & R
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Table 8 A summary of mean task-performance times (in seconds).

A7 72—k UIl. MathTOUCH Jr. UI2. Maxima  UI3. DragMath
FIEH %4 Tun SD Tura SD Turs SD
A AR 24.3 7.4 28.8 8.5 39.0 10.3
W X% 282 8.3 32.8 9.3 45.6 12.4
- o A 222 6.1 27.4 7.9 36.1 7.8
Jarsiys kL 277 8.0 32.4 9.3 44.3 11.6
R HH 216 5.8 25.7 6.4 35.4 7.8

My = 34, Myr2 =35, Myrs = 32

BEELPTE
5
4
BRRER “ Wt
-@= (UIT) MathTOUCH Jr.
—o- (U12) Maxima FiZX A1
=0= (UI3) DragMath

EELPTE R IcCE

BELPTE
M7 EBGRET Y7 — MEROL—F—F v — |
Fig. 7 A radar chart showing the results of

our subjective satisfaction questionnaire.

AL EBIIR 8 IIRY. B0 EIIESE, 7T A
I - x ) AD HMEERIT o 12kER, HEGENRS
7z (x3(2) =39.2, p<.05). L7ZH>T, X¥ kA
F=—DUMREETHTIAT ViETHET L, £EILEK
RIFo 745 R [36], TRTOA Y 72— AR CTHE®
WD Z LD h o7z (Maxima X DragMath: U = 204,
p<.05, Maxima X MathTOUCH Jr.: U = 385, p<.05,
DragMath X MathTOUCH Jr.: U = 95, p<.05). % 8
DWNFRITTR L7230 - BRR, 7077 32 7oA Ik
DL A7 FERFER 2 SEL L 70 7T 3 2 THRERI
o, Tyn <Tyre <Tyrs THHZ EVGD5
4.3.3 TFEHBEEDOATRER

FBEHRE AW D 5 DOBMIEE I AR 2 £ 5712
BREEHOFEIZL AL —F—F v —FEH 7 ITRT. T
N TOIHEHE T MathTOUCH Jr. 255 b il R E AT E W 2 &
Wb, ZEHEIZOWTZ I AHN - 741 AD HIRE
RAT o 7258, 3R (x3(2) = 10.6, p<.05) LFELR
T (3(2) = 15.2, p<.05), FFIHEI (3(2) = 9.7,
p<.05) D IWEHTHEEN RGN, vV KA v b=—
DUMETHNCTIAT vikhedH L, ZELKET-7:
R R MathTOUCH Jr. 2% Maxima JE=A 7T &
DEBEICTEENE VAR E 2o 72 (U =397, p<.05).
FEELRT 20T, MathTOUCH Jr. 28 Maxima &
FKAT B LV DragMath & ) A RISHEEFE VR L

TOREWLET v — FOWERERIL, 7 v — MIRRAEED
o WL 1 A2 10T NE Tk o7m.

/

/1
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72 - 72 (MathTOUCH Jr.: X Maxima: U = 361, p<.05,
MathTOUCH Jr.: X DragMath: U = 389, p<.05). %72,

WA TH A HFIHEMOIEE Tl1X, MathTOUCH Jr.
7Y Maxima XX AT & D AREICHRE OSSR L B o7z
(U =413, p<.05)

4.4 E=E
4.4.1 &M

B ATERE P, 32004 5 72— ATRTHUTUZT
0% EH Y, Py, Pyre, Purs OEICAEZEITRD S
N Iro 728, REHRDY A7 ZRED Pyp=97.1% &
RLE L, MREOBEEITEV. WIS, FEENFRVEW
), EEETOMBIC L AHEBENMES Lotz A
HIENTEDL. T2, LRODHEHREICR->THLE, ¥
A 7 KIZE WA DY Maxima, AT Tl 25.0%, DragMath
TIE16.3%TH - 72D I3t L TIREFROHEE 7.7%T
Y, REFRNILROMFHEIIHEALRLT W LA
VAV

S & A 7 FEHEEEE, MathTOUCH Jr. 25 24.3 5 &,
Maxima 3N A TJ) & TR 1.2 £, DragMath LT
¥11.6 f5# e TBY, BXOATIZHhH LHEH P H &

WD ENZ EPNEFETE .

RIZ, T — ML BT8R EFAEORE, EHA
#T«f@ﬁ@ﬁﬁfwémw%m$hﬁ% 7o, [H.O
7o\, 5 ODYEEIEE TR L3 & |, [RhEepk], [

IS - BIELReT &, [REELeT ], [HRHERN]
X554 057 2= kOFFEFHEEZNEN, Ay,
By, Cy, Dy, B, TET. —HIZ5 B GEEM . 1~5) O
AFEEHEIE 3.6 L Vb TW B [34]. Maxima AT
B L U DragMath 1 2 ¥:E2S 2 21 Byrs, Cyra < 3.6,
Byrs, Cuiz <36 &% 0, &7 L2 H TV 5 bl

Tl RS, BEHFRITTRT 3.8 DL CThFE-M % 7472,
FRIZ, BETIICD LT O SIS B W THEEIVREN,
M ERE D SHPVERE S N7z,

RhERME By > Bure
EEOLX®TE . Dyn > Dy, Durs
BHEER Eyn > Eyre
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MathTOUCH Jr. IZB8§ 2 HHFtR D 3 2 > M T, [H
EFIHTRIVOTHES - 72, [REBEBRMICHAT
FOFFANTNERMEKZDOEBY) ATITE/2] Lwvnoi
BERPD Y, BERELEIHFES o Twb 2 e
AW AR
4.42 I5—IZD2W\T

BRATOEE, A3 A X 28M% b 0h 5 AREH
bOFT, BOEIA LTI —PHET L7720, Kif
T I —FRErMLZ LIETE Loz, LHL, =
T =¥ A7 ERESCENEMICEET L0, Y AR
ERE RGO TNTCOMBE Y3212, B E) (j=1~6)
BOLT —NE %GRl 7 — 5 L) FHA L7,

Maxima JERATI DL T —DHNEIL, E1~E4 $TlZ, 1F
EAEDEEID I A (FELOOTEN, AUEIRE U ofrE
mE) RTAYV AT ODIFEN, Hixb AT I A (FEk
FRPHTDOIATIR) hEeTHo72. LaL, Es
E6 [22WTIZT T — DL B cos R sin DEFDL
EDREKTH o7, =I5 —OFIZIL, cos*z & “cos™4*x”
DEINCATLZZbD DY, 2 KILEROHATIEA-
H2F U720, FEILETHAS.

DragMath (¥, E5, E6 DT —»% {, HHlHEMIC
LHIEEBEIC LA LT — D2 B2 LA o, BH
FLED I XY MIT v 7L — N OBIREFE Z Ko7z &)
BERH Y, 2.2 HiClRATFZE [29) e L Y, %
KM B &, BSOS L R b7z0, =
=PRI EZLND.

MathTOUCH Jr. D=7 —NEIE, WIhosy A7 %
I A (BHRENRT - B OEIR), X7 2 FHEiHO
BEBEOIATH -7, HHFLERO T A ¥ M ZFER L 7:
LA, [RBOHI (F_F > FHFH) OgE T ddv L
Molz]l EOBRNH -7z B E RS v FHIOIRER
EIZDWTIE, =7 —DFEHEICLR->TBY, XEOLE
AR S 7z,

5. ¥E&EHESENDEE

RIFFE T, BBEBRE S AT 2 0¥ AT k0%
FOOIKRBRELER G L A L, #eCHR
HY AT AT ICREILZAT o 2 BAANA 5 7 = —
A MathTOUCH Jr. 2 Bi% - 8% L7z, A —T vV —2AD
BAEBRE Y AT LA TH D STACK ~DFEE I L,
STACK IZBF 28 72 = BA AN OEFR P L LT, Math-
TOUCH Jr. 77 74 Y 2T EH L)Xk o7z, FE
VAT AR EEFREPORFEETTOLR - BREED
B35 NICH A7 ERSEOBRAT % —FEHIICHERRL
TOHoRETE >0 (4 ANF AT EERL
T oo/ 48R, HIRKFHINICHETIELS ANTEZA
WEE (7 A7EEE) 3971%Tho72. E512, 12D
BRH7-0) OFIH AT 243 TH Y, fekhRIc
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