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VCP : A Proposal of an Information Environment

Using Virtual Sound Space
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Recently, various telecommunication systems have been proposed. Especially, the idea of
virtual communication space shared by multiple distributed users via networks, so called
cyberspace is given attention. In this paper, we propose VCP (Virtual cocktail party) which
is an application system for achievement of efficient and flexible telecommunication and data
retrieval taking advantages of human abilities of hearing. This system can support a number
of physically separated users in a single shared audio (with graphical support) cyberspace, and
consists of distributed terminal which has spatial sound interface, connected each other via
network. To avoid the confusing cacophony of multiple sound sources, our system gives for
each sound auditory localization. Therefore using spatial sound interface, it becomes possible
to discern the desired sound source in the VCP.
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