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Automatic Acquisition of Idioms on Lexical Peculiarity

HIrROYUKI SHINNOU T and HiTosHI ISAHARA 1%

Idiomatic expressions are useful in many natural language systems and in linguistics, but
collecting of them is costly work. There have been some attempts to extract idioms from a
corpus automatically. However, for predicative idioms, their methods don’t succeed fully,
because they use frequency or collocation essentially. In general many idioms have too small
frequency in a corpus. Some idioms don’t have strong collocation. This paper presents a
technique for extracting predicative idioms from a corpus. We use lexical peculiarity for the
noun in an idiom. The noun in a predicative idiom have particular lexical. So, the noun in
the idiom can not be exchange by a similar noun. By confirming existence of a phrase
exchanged by a similar noun, we can judge whether a phrase is idiomatic or general. This
technique can extract predicative idioms which have small frequency in corpus or don’t have
strong collocation. The technique has an advantage to be apply for a small corpus. We report
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the experiment performed on the newspaper articles of one month.
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Fig. 1 Elimination of similar words.
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