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Information Reorganization Using Associative Structures

HArUMI MAEDA,t KAZUTO KOUJITANIT* and TOYOAKI NISHIDAt

‘We propose a method to gather and reorganize information from heterogeneous information
sources. The method is based on the use of a plain information representation called asso-
ciative structures. Associative structures connect various information media without defining
the semantics rigorously. They are easy to generate from raw data and comprehensible to
humans intuitively. We developed a system called CM-2 (Contextual Media version 2) to
realize this method. We describe the system’s two major facilities; (a) an information cap-
ture facility which gathers information from heterogeneous information sources and generates
associative structures and (b) an intelligent information integration facility which reorga-
nizes information according to user’s input. We verify our approach by analyzing results of
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