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An Implementation of the Visual Software Agent
Interface System Connected with WWW /Netscape

HirosHI DOHI' and MITSURU ISHIZUKA?

This paper describes the design and the implementation of the Visual Software Agent (VSA)
interface system connected with a voice-controlled Netscape. VSA is a test bed for an Internet-
based interface agent with an unified face-to-face style interface. Besides the texture-mapped
rocking realistic face, it equips a camera, a speech recognizer, a speech synthesizer, and some
sensors; corresponding with eyes, ears, a mouth, and some sense organs, respectively. A user
asks the realistic anthropomorphic agent some questions and orders some tasks, as if he/she
usually asks his/her colleagues with a visual phone. It embodies a human-like face-to-face
style communication environment, and therefore it will reduce the mental barrier for commu-
nication lying between a human and a computer. The system is also connected with World
Wide Web (WWW)/the Netscape navigator.
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