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Evaluation of Communication Mechanisms for Distributed Memory
Parallel Computers in Wavefront Computation
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In this paper, we discuss efficient parallel execution of a dense-matrix problem consid-
ering trade-offs between fine-grain and coarse-grain communication in distributed memory
machines. The solution of the triangular system of equations involves data dependencies
between consecutive iterations in the outer-loop. The dependencies can be naturally solved
and processed in parallel by wavefront computation. Two ways of parallelizing are presented;
the element-wise fine-grain approach and the coarse-grain approach. We implemented these
algorithms on both EM-X and AP1000+. Fine-grain support mechanisms of the EM-X had a
great effect on the performance of the element-wise method for relatively small problem size,
while employed RISC processors of the AP1000+ brought high performance of the coarse-grain
method for larger size.
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Table 1 Communication parameters of EM-X and

AP1000+.
L Os Or B
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EM-X spin 0.46 0.05 0.20 0.10
(80PE) n.words | 0.46 1.50 0.70  0.10
inline0 5.21*  1.16" o* 0.16
AP1000+  inline 5.21*  4.10* 0* 0.16
(256 PE) put() 5.21*  2.39* o* 0.16
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TTNVITYAATRI—F TSV r—avnrds
A7 VEBEERT VI BEICETVTN S,
PFTix, MlET VT Y X A% fine-grain & 5%
L, 7092 7VT Y X L% block £ ET. EM-X D
fine-grain T thread & spin % X3IT 241, #
NENDREE A2

BTNWITYVALDEREILCESELFHL CEBL
7z. EM-X Tl fine-grain OH{EMI —7 &, block
DAREIEORTIZDOWT, EM-C 2545187
B 7)) EREHINCEE AN TRANLL 72, AP1000+
TRIRTCESEV NV TRBEILL 72, block Io BT
LAMEEIL, MYy bbb 8ENT u—Y 7%
ML 7z, BT THBEE (32bit) TITW, 7—
Yon% b 32bit D — F BT o7

ETRM L EHER (n®) 2258 H &1 5 MFlops %
HHEME O EREL L /.

52 BAIEHLR

KEITIE, EBROMREREM®EE
BCTX2KHmELRT.

6 L7, EM-X B XU AP1000+ B+ A
A n LHREOBIRERT. #R2NIC fine-grain &
block DM AHREN TV 4. PE#IL 16 PE, 64 PE
IR, AP1000+Cid 256 PE T dMIEL 72. EM-X
? 64PE DG ETIE, n < 2048 DFIPAT fine-grain

DUREDE <, n > 2048 TiFHEEL T block 25 L[| -
TWwb, AP1000+TIZTRCOBEY 4 ZizBnT
block 2B\,

5.2.1 #MKETITY XL (fine-grain)

EM-X O thread & spin ® 1 BOEMEESH 7=
DOAFV—varoadiiE, 7F L X54E, &
B =N~y F e &0/EN 11 &4, BEF 126
Grh o7, thread lTAL v FEBENZ 1 70y 74
BEHD, MED1IAFL—aroEFruy 78
(t1+0s 40, ITHIH) L BI2122 09 2 (0.6 psec)

, HREET V2 HE
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350 Fr——— i ‘
64PE block nb:16 ©—
300}  64PE thread -0~
) 64PE spin =t
16PE block nb:32 -A—
~ 250} 16PE thread &
é‘ 16PE spin -
[ | "
E 200 s
Q
2 150} ]
£
‘E 100}
a i
50 F£
o . .
128 512 1024 2048 4096

Matrix size n

M6 EM-XICBI)5HEEY A XL Motk
Fig.6 Relation between problem size and performance
on EM-X.

700 Fr— v .
256PE block nb:8 0—
256PE fine-grain -+
64PE block nb:16 T+—
64PE fine-grain -
500} 16PE block nb:32 -&—
16PE fine-grain -

600 F

400

300}

200

Performance (MFlops)

100

0 =
128 512 1024 2048 4096
Matrix size n

®7 AP1000+i2 B1) 5 M A X & gD Bk
Fig.7 Relation between problem size and performance
on AP1000+-.

i dr, F—F R TTREBZLTVWAbDET A, &
iz L, AP1000+I231) % fine-grain TiX 1 1
Fl—vavdlh) 4asTdy, ETEMIINE
12 & 4.37 psec TH o 7. EM-XAZHRTHSED
Z0DiX, 757 TR L AQEHEEL PUTOT—F &
XRABRCEBLDOTH B, V—TOBHB LUHEI
FyRO7ZZAMN - T ETREE ¢ 2, B2 KT
t 13, V=7 ETRENS BEL Ny FERWL
bOTH BN, A7 7 ANBOHDT F L AFHH
ERat. XA KKR1 DML ¢ EATHI L
2X Y, BRI B/NETRRE Ty PRI 5. Ty &

* thread & spin DAL —7 v b E IEHL B oI LI
BAKERBRIIR (, 7T—F 727 F ¥ OEEFERETRNER
BEETEEZONS.
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2 HHEET VT ) X LOREY — T EATRH]
Table 2 Execution time of the most inner-loop of the
fine-grain algorithm.

1 iteration t1
EM-X thread 0.60 0.50
spin 0.60 0.35
AP1000+ inline 4.37 0.27
(usec)

®3  MRET VT YA AOFEHEFIE & TR LR
Table 3 Theoritical parallel gain and performance limit
of the fine-grain algorithm.

T.; (MFlops)
n R EM-X AP1000+
thread spin inline
256 64.1 155.3 155.4 18.5
1024 256.1 575.6 575.7 73.5
4096 1024.1 2125.8 2125.9 213.9

RISEY 4 X5 MFlops fE% MEE LR E L TkRD, K
(17) DEHBFIE R LHbE TR IIRLL. Tey
DEHTIZ, FHEFIEICHIEL €T PE & EmMs
B EFEL, FOHBEITARY VT PRI IHP L
W52 BEBLERL ovr.

B 6 X7 @ fine-grain (EM-X IZ thread &
spin) KKPWTCHE— PEHTHET 2L, §XTD
B A X BWT EM-X OFPEREN T {, 64PE,
n = 4096 & XiZ AP1000+ixtL CTH 6.8 5 %o
Tw5. —F, EM-X @ thread & spin OB TII,
n = 128 DFAIZ thread H' spin (2K L T 36%®=
YR 2o TWVAh, nHFKREL R DL, ZOBKED
T EET 5.

5.2.2 7Oy 77)dY XL (block)

Tay rH Ay y 75ENCBIT A PERE (/0
EAZ Yy N) K, HERAROER (P=pxp) &
L7z, pxp DHOBRLTERTH 505, pxp H 5
Wi FRICEWER (PE #0° N? Thwiis) 0%
B S EERDESITOI, BOEEFEO N
W, HiEEE LTIRALL. 7y 2 A X5 RO E
WHEREERTODERAL. RG) o RERT T Y
2 A4 X BB RD BT LIXTEETH 557, EH
ITEWT 5.

6 Y 7 @ block IZ22WT EM-X £ AP1000+
BT 5L, TRTOMBEY 4 X12BVT AP1000+
DOFHDBERENE L, 64PE, n = 4096 KiZ EM-X 2
AL THLTREER>Tn5,

H8 M9z, 7avy sy A4 XL EROBBEZIR

#% EM-X 1t O(log P), AP1000-+i O(P%) %ML 7.
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Fig.8 Relation between block size and performance on

EM-X.
800 pr— v
n = 4096 Tcb -
700 F Tcb’
; 256PE(16x16)-0—
600} A4 128PE(16x8) -%—
64PE(8x8) -A—

32PE(8x4) ©0—
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300y

Performance (MFlops)

200 |
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Block size nb
B9 AP1000-+IBF 570y 74 4 X L WEeD Rtk

Fig.9 Relation between block size and performance on
AP1000+.

$. EM-XTiin=1024 &L, PE X 4PE 75
64PE $ TORELRL . AP1000+ Tt n = 4096
L, PE#UZ16PE 5 256 PE & L 7=, %72, &
(5) \HE/NT X — ¥ % 52 TR7-MRE LR (Tes,
Tep') BRLTz. T BEEEEENA—INT v 7T
ED28E, T 3+ — NI v TS TEEVIES%TRT.
AP1000+Tix, RIDOEKBICBNT, F—1NF v/ T&
ZWIBEITHT L TRAY 2.9%0 HEER EAES T
WAHZEERLTWAS, EM-X T, =15 v 7T
EBHeTHLEBAHNLABOMERERM EE 2 5. FAic
EEND treg, tiiag 1T, HOPLOT T Y I DOEHTE
FHIZELzb D (FTd) V. F4 D AP1000+
TOPWEDEE, *vv I 2 DIREVDS block & AR
A5 EHIEEL .

V= =770y M EGFIEIZ BT B 5E A E ) BB FIEHEEO BSOS 2289

Fd 170y 7 OFERN

Table 4 Execution time of a block.

EM-X AP1000+
Ny treg tdia.g treg tdiag
2 5.70 4.85 2.12 1.64
4 12.0 9.50 5.25 3.87
8 26.2 21.8 12.2 11.0
16 72.6 54.7 39.8 29.5
32 230.2 152.9 142.4 90.4
64 804.6 478.9 537.5 307.7
128 2990.2 1649.3 2086.8 1122.4
(psec)

£5 TOvr7ATYXLOEHEFE
Table 5 Theoritical parallel gain of the block algorithm.

Np np R
n = 1024 n = 4096
2048 2 | 682.9
1024 4 341.6
512 2 8 170.9
256 4 16 85.6
128 8 32 42.9
64 16 64 21.6
32 32 128 10.9
16 64 5.57
8 128 2.91

INHLDORTIIESIZ, K (12) TREN L EHH %
FHEFIEE OBRE R LD TE S, FLL KD
TPIETIRE R 2R b5 IIRT. 728 21F, n = 4096,
ny = 16 FRFIZ 85.6, np = 32 BEIZ 429 TH B, ohd
D, Z L EPEBEEHIMSE T RITHL NS
EERERL, H9ICBWTENFN 128 PE, 64PE T
PEREDSEIRI L CTWB 2 L 2 HARMITRL TS, X8
TOFKDBERERDZ ENTE S,

5.3 # =

5.3.1 MHET7ILTYX LA

fine-grain OMAEIL, X (15) D n DEIZKE
B3hb. MEZEBET S 0s, o, t1, L1, EM-X
TITXT 0.5 usec WTFTHBDITHFL, AP1000+T
&0 & L2%5pusec Btk K&V, ZDZ LA EM-X
& AP1000+DHBEEZDBERE 2 > THB Y, FHERRE
t1 DRI/ SV, EM-X TR R IR %)
BV TWwBEWwR 5. —%, AP1000+Cid, PUT
DEFFEE L, MSCHIZLZ2DMADE Y M7 v 7l
BIAS, SHOEDNTG 2SR RELL TR EES
b b,

spin & thread iZ,  (15) 25 #hn B HEREE L
TRIBZEAEENLWVIITTH 505, EBOMEEEN
K% ADIE, thread DAL v FAEKF —NAv R L R
spin DAV =T DF — "~y FIEET 2. 2h



2290 HHNES

N on 1T ARENER B0, HERICKHT 5%
BOKEENF n Ik TEILT A, F3ITRL M
BELRE, ZhEFELEHFOHEENER, ThHD
F =Ny FOFEENERTH L. n BRELRBIE
ELROETEREBIC ED B F — 3Ny K OEIEITRS
7, FORBILELL Y, HTVT Y XLIFEL
BRI #E T 5.

thread ICHWH N TWA AL v FEEHRIZ, EM-
X OF — ¥ BFEFEFVICEIWTEY, KR, KFHE
B EITRCERICRE S &) 2HEICH L THIC
HHCBLDDTH S, LHLRIS, BIFEED
LI FNHERNC BT ABEICB VTS, REL—
AR op B/NELTEBI-DFERTH»A. —4F,
spin BHEAEIEE RET 575, KWL TH I HT5)
HEICBWTEHBELRZ Y. o PR REVD DI
AL v F Ol - BEIOF — ANy FHRELZWzD,
#2ld thread L FRRE L Lo/, ThLOFRIL, &
BILEEL—NAYF oy BIXUBELATFY Y LK
NENWZ EPFBFBRRICETHVTN S,

% B AP1000+D PRI CR SN2 R+ —7 3y
F ok, EEMROBAICBIIBA-RAAS]
ROFEETETHHIDTH 5.

5.3.2 7Oy IF7IITYVX L

block TiX, 70y 7 ¥ A4 X ny BHIBEKEN
L, K (5) DHT treg, taiag (F4) PIEHEL D,
EM-X & AP1000+DHIERERICD treg, tdiag DED
BEEEATBY, ZHIE 512 PE OBRMRE (EMC-
Y 20 MHz %3 SuperSPARC 50 MHz) (ZEE L Tw»
5. WBEMEE EM-X OFFEWVD, n, PRELCR
L RBEREOLENET L0, ZOEBIIIEL
% 5. AP1000+Ti3, HELBEDL—/1NT v TF)
BASERICHEET 5 2 EERINCRIN SA5, FER
DOEHIZ L ) ZFOEBITFE L TV v, EM-X 12
BWTESIZZDOREIN SO, BEANV-T Y
FAEL, BHNEVTDTH S,

m BREL LTV DD EEEIC Ty HEICH
my 203, X0 2208AICES. 1) 70y 7HOD
=T F =Ny T 5. 2) BEF -1y F
(R (6) HBVIIR (T) D 0s BLY o OFRE) 38
i s.

T H 50T Ty 13, PEAE > R ko756
D, PE BRICHT 2RO BERBETS » 577,
8, 912 XNUE np DD E L R DITHEVEENK
X oTwh. TN, treg, tdiag PWEDERIC,
block (CBIT A7y 7DDV —T F =N~y F
BEEISNTVRWOTHEL, Che2ERBT L0

RIS
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Wi, LOBBLEFNVENTCALENS S, F,
R (12) DEHOBE, treg = 2tgiag & VI EBZHW
7oA, EBICE ny BB B ET Oy JHDI —
TF =Ny FDLOICHMEDEINS R B0,
RICHEENEIND. COBEFHEL 25X
% omp T, Top & AHIRAGRL R 57280, EBIC
R%#ZBBLTPEAHERETHI LI AVEERD
na.

5.3.3 MHEEDSE

fine—grain TOEEE BX 5 PE GROMEETH
i3, £3 THE2LNTWA, 72k 2id n =409 D
BE, BBEICHET 2TFREE LT 1024.1 ¥E5 N,
1024 ¥ TO PE THMZ BFIMEL T2 52 L %
RLTWA, ¥-RFEICLY, 1024PE ® EM-X T
BN b EEIE 21259 MFlops L 526N 5. —F
block TlX, E£5 12X > T n =409 I2BWT 1024
BOPEREFABTER NI LPTHE. ZDEHE
OFMEAMEREZ, XG)ICny =8 527 LE&D
581.5 MFlops iZ & & ¥ V), fine-grain DM E VR
KEREEHFONS.

6. b Wi

KEXTIE, SAHBRORBEEL MEED LU
MAE7 70— FI2 & o THB AT EEFIFHERIC
EHEL FNEFROT AT Y X LOEEL EENT
A=y OBREY, STEFFTIVEERICL o THL M
L7z, ¥7-, BELF— 1Ny FIZERT A HEOBRR
&, BHIEORIRIC X 26%) PE #0k BERIsRL 72

52 oNetERT X7 7 F v 0B L Lk A
FEHERET D720, 1) BENT A—5, 2)BELEH
BOF—NT v TR, 0oWT, HEEICEZ 5%
R FORR, UToMEE2 E2MIORL.
o [EA =Ny FOMMEZBBEIAR L R DD

BROBETHA.
— PEBEM —ETHNT, MEY A X

WigE.
— MY A A —ETchhE, 55D PE
BEDSFIFTEBEE.
o TD&EMEWISVESE, BEEELVEX
HEMEGIEREL 5.

o Ty ZTNTYILTIE, 70y 7% A4 XNFK
AL BB EERMOEENNS L B0,
BELEEOT—NT v THRIIFETE R,

MR ET 7o —F0 B L &k AREBRBRICBVT,

BWIEFILEREZE L2012, BEL -y
DHEARELRNREE 725 T. RFILTRY kiF7:
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IICERT ULy YRTHRE L HESTICHET 2
T—%77F¥Th5. BIFRUSNOFERTIX,
MBIV T L S LETIIZ L, AP1000+D
IHVCHHEOBET - THoL VL, BELE
KEFRNZEODIERIDVEETH 3.
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