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The Merit of Electronic Public Work Space for
Real-time Face-to-face Collaboration and
Its Desirable Operation Human Interface

SATORU WATANABE,! RYUICHI MATSUKURA,t KAZUO SASAKIt
and YuJi KIJIMAt

We have been trying to propagate PC use at real-time face-to-face collaborations with
viewing and editing general application files on a electronic white-board. With our prototype
system “Dynacs”, many users have displayed and edited their material files. Then we tried
to measure the merits to share information on the electronic white-board, and the desirable
operation human interface. Through a comparative experiment and some observations, it
became clear that electronic white-board has the feature to catch participants’ gazes and to
realize correct information sharing between participants. On the other hand, the operation
method, of which participants smoothly make use from participants’ PCs, made users take
more active commitments to electronic white-board. Such user interfaces, which is important
especially for realtime collaboration environment, would cause to draw much more merits like
eye gazes and correct information sharing from electronic white-board.
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Fig.6 Public space on local display.
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