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Migemo: Incremental Search Method for Japanese Text

SATORU TAKABAYASHI, "t HIROYUKI KOMATSUttt
and TOSHIYUKI MASUIt

Although incremental search is used in a wide range of tasks including information retrieval
and text editing, conventional incremental search method cannot handle Japanese texts ef-
fectively because Japanese text input requires an indirect input method called Kana-Kanji
conversion. In this paper, we introduce a new incremental search method called Migemo to
realize the incremental search for Japanese texts. Migemo performs the incremental search
by dynamically expanding the input pattern into a compact regular expression which repre-
sents all the possible words that match the input pattern. We show how Migemo realize the
Japanese incremental search, which is hard to perform effectively so far, through the concrete
implementation and evaluation. Various applications are also presented.
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