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The formation of “The Tale of Genji,” which is a Japanese classic comprising 54 volumes,
has not been well understood. We have investigated the formation of the third part,
which is the final 13 volumes (from Niomiya, volume 42, to Yume no Ukihashi, volume
54). Following a principal component analysis of the relative word frequency, word length
distribution, and proportion of the parts of speech, these 13 volumes could be classified
into three groups, i.e., volumes 42-44 (Niomiya to Takekawa), 45-49 (Hashihime to
Yadorigi), and 50-54 (Azumaya to Yume no Ukihashi). Therefore, based on the
comparison of theses results for the three groups, we conclude that the third part was
written over a period of time as a series of individual stories rather than as a coherent

story.
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