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Abstract

This project describes the development of an automatic word alignment system
for parallel texts comprising of Classical Japanese waka poems and their modern
translations. Our final goal is to extend the existing Hachidaishu thesaurus to the
Niguichidaishu (ca.905-1439), which comprises of 25,648 poems. As an essential
building block of the thesaurus, we have mostly completed the construction of a
morphological dictionary covering the Nuuichidaishu. Building on this work, this
study describes a system for the automatic alignment of classical tokens, which vary
greatly in their orthography, and their modern equivalents by calculating the mutual
information of co-occurring tokens in the parallel texts. The resulting alignment
data will provide a valuable resource for the semantic organization and theoretical

justification of the thesaurus.
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