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Assisting with Translating Collocations
Based on the Word Co-occurrence on the Web Texts

MASAHIRO SHIBATA,"2 YOICHI TOMIURA?
and SHOSAKU TANAKATt.00

Non-native speakers have to consult dictionaries or real documents in order not to use un-
natural collocations (combinations of words). However, it is difficult to seek out the proper
candidates for the translation of a collocation using dictionaries, because there is a few exam-
ples in them. On the other hand, a lot of efforts are needed to get the proper translation using
real documents. This paper proposes a new method for retrieving candidates for the proper
translation of a collocation from web texts. The method can be performed for any source and
target languages, but in this paper we focus on the case of translating a Japanese phrase “n’
WO v7” into an English phrase, which consists of a predicate verb v and its object n®,
under the condition that n¥ is already known as the proper translation of n/. The proposed
method seeks candidates for v¥ (vF is the translation of v/) based on co-occurrence in web
texts. The experimental result shows that the proposed method can seek out the proper can-
didates for v¥ with high reliability. Finally, this paper discusses the extension of the proposed
method to deal with the other types of collocations.
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Table 3 Result of “SUKEJURU WO KUMU”.
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Table 4 Extraction from the web and extraction from a Japanese-English dictionary.
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