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The notion of the body decoded from yokai (ghosts, monsters, spirits)

MANAMI YASUI ™!

This presentation aims to select data regarding the body from the huge database on “Folktales of strange
phenomena and yokai (ghosts, monsters, spirits)” (http://www.nichibun.ac.jp/YoukaiDB/) maintained by the
International Research Center for Japanese Studies, and to conduct analyses for each part of body. Based on the
results, those body parts thought vulnerable to attack from yokai will be identified, and from this the author seeks to
clarify the notion of the body being expressed in folklore. Also, an attempt to understand notions of the body among
the younger generation will be introduced using original images of yokai created by students at Tenri University.
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