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How the Japanese Understand the “Yokai” (ghost, monster, bogey):
On Its Relationship with Rational and Non-rational Ways of Thinking

FUMI HAYASHIT RYOZO YOSHINO'

The set of survey research Chikio Hayashi and his associates have conducted in the late 1970°s in Tokyo and Yonezawa to delve
into such matters as the religious mind, traditional attitude, and feelings for supernatural phenomena is commonly known as the
“ghost research”. It was postulated that by asking people about their feelings toward various matters regarded as “supernatural”
such as ghosts and spirits, one would create a proxy measure for the degree to which a given respondent possesses a “rational” or
“non-rational” mindset — which in turn is to be regarded as one of the fundamental elements of personality that influence his or
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her thoughts and behavior. The measurement has then been used in other surveys as those studying the attitudes toward nuclear
power. After the year 2000 it has also been adopted for the international comparative surveys in the Asia-Pacific region, the
notable observations of which we like to discuss in this paper by country or region.
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