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To make a database of regional folklore, and to research the
possibility of utilizing the database
~ A case study of Amagasaki~

OE ATSUSHI™  KURE ASAO™ KURUSHIMA HAJIME™

Collecting and accumulating regional folk tales is one of the major themes Kunio Yanagita has proposed for Japanese Folklore.
In many cases, however, accumulated database is utilized by only specific researchers. Local residents are difficult to access to
the database. We are aiming to list the legends and lore of mysterious presences and strange incidents, known as “Yokai ” and
“ Kaii” in Amagasaki, Hyogo prefecture. But we here point out that expression of recognition of original material may be
endangered to the changes possibly caused by prejudice of producers who made the database. Recognizing the danger, we
evaluate the database as one of the valuable regional resources. And we’d like to propose the certain way opening the original
resources to regional people.
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