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1 AMSTERDAM , Netherlands ( AP ) _ A Dutch veterinarian is believed to be the first human
victim of an outbreak of bird flu devastating the poultry industry in the Netherlands ,
the Agriculture Ministry said Saturday . Bird flu , or avian influenza , has led to the
slaughter of more than 11 million chickens , around 10 percent of the Dutch chicken
population , since the outbreak began in late February . The illness is often fatal for
domesticated and wild birds , but is rarely dangerous for humans . The 57-year-old

doctor , who was not identified due to Dutch privacy laws , died Thursday of pneumonia in
a hospital in the southern town of Den Bosch , the Agriculture Ministry said in a
statement . ° ° It is very likely the man died of the bird flu because the virus was found
in his lungs and there is no other explanation for his symptoms , ' ' it said . The
veterinarian had not taken anti-viral medication recommended by health authorities for
people in contact with sick birds and became ill himself two days after starting work at
an infected farm . The Agriculture Ministry said it would investigate the unusual death
and that tests at the National Influenza Center in Rotterdam would determine if the virus
had mutated . More than 50 Dutch health workers have been infected with the disease since
the outbreak began , but their only symptom was a mild eye infection , and all recovered
quickly . The disease has been confirmed in three provinces in the Netherlands and last
week crossed the southern border to Belgium . The government continued to clear farms
suspected of contamination and maintained quarantine measures and regional restrictions on
transports of poultry products . In 1997 , six people in Hong Kong died after an outbreak
of bird flu crossed into the human population . ( ad/tcs )
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Seminal Event

WHO Belgian

THAT The government issued tough restrictions on the
transport of chickens and eggs.

WHEN | 04/16/2003

WHRE | Brussels, Belgium

Topic Explication

The Belgian government issued tough restrictions on the
transport of chickens and eggs Wednesday after confirming its
first outbreak of bird flu. The disease is often fatal for birds but
is almost never contracted by humans. The significance of this
particular article is that there have been a few deaths associated
with this recent bird flu epidemic. The entire poultry sector will
be immobilized and no contact between farms and other related
businesses will be made. The government agency has begun
culling some 250000 birds including, chickens, lay hens, ducks
and geese, on farms located in a three kilometer zone around the
Dutch border, in Meeuwen Gruitrode, where the first case was

confirmed.
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