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Recently, an increasing number of organizations are digitizing their holding materials and making them available on
the web. There are some researches on federated search of these databases. A major problem in realizing federated search
of these heterogeneous databases is that most of the databases use their own metadata schema. In this study, we aim at
solving this problem by automatically mapping the metadata elements with various different names into a standard
metadata element set. This automatic mapping is done by the combination of two methods: 1) similarity matching
between element names collected from various humanities databases available on the web, and 2) rule-based
matchingusing regular expression. We conducted a preliminary experiment to test the accuracy of mapping the metadata
elements of 50 Japanese humanities databases into Dublin Core metadata element set, and we achieved adequate

effectiveness.
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