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Quantitatve Analysis of Historical Landscape
- Statistical Approach to Sacrid places using GIS -

Shoichiro HARA
Center for Integrated Area Stuies
Kyoto University

Ikuo OKETANI
Faculty of Human Sciences
Osaka International University

Landscapes have been analyzed in many research fields such as folklore, civil engineering, architecture,
environmental design and so on. This study figures out landscapes from the view of folklore, and tries to
analyze their structures that make them as sacred. The notion of sacredness is much sensitive and different
from ages and individuals. But it is generally though that people have had sense of awe to natural landscapes
such as mountains, rivers and woods, then made them as places of gods and built shrines and performed
ceremonies. Therefore, landscapes and ceremonies are the main subjects of folklore.

This study treats sacred palaces quantitatively, that is, physical factors of landscapes such as locations and
surrounding geographical features are analyzed statistically, and aims to contribute to contemporary problems
of "homeland-making," "healing" and "landscape preservation." As its preliminary research, this paper
analyzed spatial configuration of geographical features around shrines such as the mountain, rivers of the

location statistically, and tried to classify places of shrines.
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