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Posthumous names for child deaths in Japanese Buddhist temple death registers

Kunihiko Uehara
Faculty of Business Administration
Tezukayama University

Hiroshi Kawaguchi Shinji Hioki

We have constructed a database system for analyzing the Japanese Buddhist temple death
registers which are called Kako-Cho (KC). The system is composed of the database of the KC data,
programs for outputting the statistics of mortality and the manual for the user. The URL of this
system is http:/kawaguchi.tezukayama-u.ac.jp. ~ With this system, we have investigated the
posthumous name for child deaths in nine KC data in Tama County, Musashi Province. We propose a
hypothesis that miscarried babies and stillborn babies were recorded with posthumous names in KC
data after the Tokyo Metropolis put under an obligation to send in a notice of their deaths in 1880.
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