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Construction of a kanji database and an internet-based

search for information on unattested characters

TAKADA Tomokazu, YOKOYAMA Shoichi, YONEDA Junko
The National Institute for Japanese Language

Abstract

The National Institute for Japanese Language is in the process of constructing a kanji
database containing information on all kanji that are necessary for implementing the
Japanese e-government initiative. Approximately 60,000 kanji and kanji variants have been
collected, some of which are unattested in kanji dictionaries and for which information on
meaning and pronunciation is lacking. This presentation reports on the method we have
adopted to search for information on these characters, which is being carried out with help
from an internet research firm. Out of ten characters chosen for a pilot study, clear usage

examples have been found for two characters, resulting in a conclusive identification.
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