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Analysis of Dance Movement Teckniques
in Japanese dance ”JIUTA MAI” and Italian dance ” Bassedanza”

Mitsu Yoshimura!, Woong Choi!, Kozaburo Hachimura? , Takako Kunieda® and Michiko
Yasuhiro* ! Center for Promotion of the COE, Ritsumeikan University , 2 Dept. of Computer Science,

Ritsumeikan University, ® College of Education, Ibaraki University,* Seitoku University

This paper investigated technical differneces among Japanease classical dance “Jiuta-Mai”, Italian
classical dance “Bassa-Danza” contrasting with a Japanese folk dance “Hiiyai-Dance”. The 3 kind of
dances were thought to have their own characteristics such as successive spiral movement in Jiuta-Mai,
stepping up-down or left-right movements of body like gondra ships in Bassa-Danza, and rhethmical
repetition of rotation and stepping in Hiiyai-Dance. The dance motions, which were played by veteran
dancers in each dance scenario,respectively, were measured by a motion capture system which yielded
3D time series as the data for evaluating the differnces. We devised some index variables for catching
caracteristice of each dance and measured them on these 3D sequence of data. After analysing the acquired
data, we confirmed the existense of characteristic motions of each classical dance such as successive spiral
movement, gondra-like swaying movement, and their absence in Hiiyai-Dance.

keywords : Japanese classical dance, Italian court dance, motion capture, successive spiral movement
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