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Characterizing Kagoshima Prefecture’ s Hoso—odori using Motion Analysis
Kyoko TAKAHASHI* Yasuko ENDO** Kazuya KOJIMA' Kozaburo HACHIMURA®

This research aimed to identify the characteristic expressions of Hoso-odori, a prayer dance
for the cure of smallpox. It studied the Hoso-odori found in 25 areas of Kagoshima Prefecture.
First, an analysis was made of the dance structure. Second, the arm movements were analyzed.
Third, the dance was studied using a Motion Capture. This analysis revealed that Hoso-odori has
three essential characteristics: the structure of the prayer, the content of the prayer which
differed between north and south, and the interpretation of the figure ‘Manekite’
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