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abstract

Chess, Xianggi (Chinese Chess) and Shogi (Japanese Chess) are the ma-
jor world-wide-popular chess-like games which have been played for many
centuries. In this paper, we investigate the characteristics of three major
chess-like games and several old versions of Shogi by self-play experiments.
The experiment were performed with three algorithms. The algorithm using
a completely random play, using random play with a mating search, and us-
ing a mating search with a simple evaluation function which evaluates only
materials. Some statistics(e.g., average game length, average possible moves)
obtained by the experiments are compared, and the similarity of these Shogi
variants are examined.
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