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Kanji variants of the middle Meiji period in comparison with the JIS
standard kanji

The case of the magazine Kokumin no Tomo

Tetsuya SUNAGA= Tomoaki TSUTSUMIP Asuko KONDOe
Azusa KIKAWA:¢ Noriko HATTORIec

aShowa Wemen's University
bTokyo University of Agriculture and Technology
<National Institute for Japanese Language and Linguistics

JIS X 0213, the current domestic standard for character codes, covers approximately 99.0
percent of the printing types in Kokumin no Tomo, a typeset magazine published in the middle of
the Meiji period. In the paper we introduce the additional unification criteria to JIS X 0213,
which accept certain non-standard kanji characters as equivalent to the specific characters of JIS
X 0213. Though the criteria were initially configured for Meiroku Zasshi, the typeset magazine of
the early Meiji, they proved to be effective as well as for the middle Meiji printing types; as many
as 22 out of the total 28 criteria were applicable to Kokumin no Tomo. With further revision to
the unification criteria (3 amendments and 32 criteria newly added), 0.1 percent of the printing

types of Kokumin no Tomo is successfully covered by JIS X 0213.
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