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Lyrics changes of popular songs analyzed by age
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This paper analyzed the lyrics of the songs which have received Japan Record Award or
a merit award using the method of metrical content analysis. The 344 songs in total
published from 1970’s to 2010’s showed changes of lyrics by ages. As a result, love songs
have a tendency to become popular for all ages. Remarkable change was found from
negative words to positive between 1990’s and 2000’s and the year of 1997 was the
boundary line. The social background at that time is thought to be related with them.
One factor was growing social unrest caused by rising unemployment rate and increasing
vicious crimes. And another was that the young set the trend of songs in place of the

adult.
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Table3 Cross tabulation of codes and ages

rE Alh HE
197044 12 (60.00%) 5(25.00%)| 0 (0.00%)
19804 X 88 (83.81%)| 22 (20.95%)| 7 (6.67%)
19904 X 65 (82.28%)| 13 (16.46%)| 7 (8.86%)
20004 1% 78 (70.91%)| 12 (10.91%)| 17 (15.45%)
20105 22 (73.33%) 4 (13.33%)| 10 (33.33%)
&it 265 (77.03%)| 56 (16.28%)| 41 (11.92%)
hA2F(E 9.798% 5.319 20.584%x*
AT ERB(RK) | ACETEIRB(EN) | AICETEIRER(RE)
197044 0 (0.00%)| 0 (0.00%)| 1 (5.00%)
19804 4% 1 (095%)] 0 (0.00%)| 2 (1.90%)
19904 X 8 (10.13%)| 0 (0.00%)| 4 (5.06%)
20004 1% 6 (545%)| 0 (0.00%)| 1 (0.91%)
20104E 1% 3(10.00%)| 1 (3.33%)| 0 (0.00%)
it 18 (5.23%) 1 (029%)| 8 (2.33%)
hA2F B 10.185% 10.497% 5.004
AR (BARE) | AFF(EEE) —A#F
19705 16 (80.00%)| 0 (0.00%)| 15 (75.00%)
19804 X 91 (86.67%)| 18 (17.14%)| 63 (60.00%)
19904 % 65 (82.28%)| 12 (15.19%)| 48 (60.76%)
20004 1% 90 (81.82%)| 26 (23.64%)| 73 (66.36%)
20104 % 28 (93.33%)| 10 (33.33%)| 26 (86.67%)
&it 290 (84.30%)| 66 (19.19%)| 225 (65.41%)
hA2F (B 3.33 11.122% 8.961
—A# X&(BEh) X% (F)
19705 11 (55.00%) 0 (0.00%)| 1 (5.00%)
19804 1% 82 (78.10%)| 4 (3.81%)| 17 (16.19%)
1990F X 60 (75.95%)] 3 (3.80%) 13 (16.46%)
20004 1% 85 (77.27%)| 8 (7.27%)| 20 (18.18%)
2010 27 (90.00%) 3 (10.00%) 6 (20.00%)
it 265 (77.03%)| 18 (5.23%)| 57 (16.57%)
hA2F(E 8.462 4.16 2.41
B GBX) | BEGRTE) | BB CGRE)
19705 3 (15.00%) 8 (40.00%)| 1 (5.00%)
19804 4% 14 (13.33%)| 52 (49.52%)| 16 (15.24%)
19904 % 5 (6.33%)| 43 (54.43%)| 19 (24.05%)
20004 % 18 (16.36%)| 58 (52.73%)| 45 (40.91%)
2010 7(23.33%)| 25 (83.33%)| 16 (53.33%)
&5t 47 (13.66%)| 186 (54.07%)| 97 (28.20%)
hA2F(E 6.701 12.897% 32.837%%
ROT47 IHT47 T—A%
197044 9 (45.00%) 9 (45.00%) 20
19804 % 40 (38.10%)| 61 (58.10%) 105
19904 % 50 (63.29%)| 55 (69.62%) 79
20004 % 76 (69.09%)| 65 (59.09%) 110
20104E 4% 23 (76.67%)| 17 (56.67%) 30
&it 198 (57.56%)| 207 (60.17%) 344
hA2%E 29.109%* 5.26
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