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Abstract

The present study focuses on the role of mid-rank words within modern Japanese.
Taking all the words and ranking them according to their information content, mid-
rank words are defined as words positioned at the center of the ranked list. While
words are commonly ranked according to their frequency, the present study instead
utilizes the distribution comprising the information content of all words. Frequently
occurring words are often function words which express the structure of the sentence
and the grammatical relations between words, but are otherwise low in information
content. On the other hand, infrequent words often either express the content or the
topic of the sentence or are proper nouns or other rare words. Utilizing infrequent
words for comparisons between documents and for the analysis of change across time
is fraught with problems because words become too domain-specific which leads to
insufficient shared vocabulary between documents for meaningful comparisons and
analyses. This study shows how the set of mid-rank words satisfies the aforemen-

tioned problems and makes it possible to compare documents and time-series data.



1 FL®HIC

AL, BREARZE I — /S 2IB 1) 5 hfizEs
JEDBENHERELTHEEDTHD, ZITWHH
MiahsefE & &, 4 DHREOFHRELZFHEL. TOD
HREDOFINZE W THREIIE T DEERTH D,
FEFEDF (rank-order) DA & L TIEY Y TDH
2351 (Zipf, 1949) WE#TH Y, HAZETIEL T
R34 (KR, 1975; HiEF, 1976) L 25 L Wb T
W3, IN5HDMFETIER. BolE UTHAEEDH
WHENTND DY, RIS TIIEHIEI R DBEHRED
SRS, BHEOROCEEIIEEEEY?Z <. XD
MEIEXRFEDRY Z I 2 WRT 208, WAL L TON
WEIFADR, — 5 HEORWIEE Ny 2y A
ReEFSKRULEN BLUWEE, BELFARETDH
%, HHwEODBRVEERIE, HREGEL L TN,
FEDEHRUIE TIE stop word & L THHNU D
MBS SELD BRDIIND Z &%\, & ZAD, [HER
HOHPSHWIIAET HEER (2 2TV ifilgEsE
JE) X EY I ERETBHIZEDONAENLE R, »
EWVO THERERE L L TOREIZIITE R, EITH
LZEZADBWETHY, RETOEREZDLMS
B\, Tlk, BEZTD LD REEPEELDD,

2 BEHPEEEEHIEELOHN

J—/SAMAFHHRIZAY (FTI, 2008), T —4&
YA LV AL UTDOFRELPMTONDDH D, (k.
HIZR R B2 727258 WA O BAXR O
2 IMDIEDERIO N, w72 ) TIERE R D0
B8 c DRIEIZOWT, KET—& - B
HIZE->T, OO THEMANTRENZHRL 20
WSl ReIz 2%,

HTE A= AFHDFELIEN RO 1 D
KR TH D, BRDIIEL S, ERkEVEZ<DF
EFENHZMO LS IZUTEAEDER % iU
TETW5, LML, SiFENHEZloZEZA,
SREEEDORABEEEEINTUE S, ML IXZ
DOFEBMEOREZ R L T Nd,

XT, 2O00KRDEFE (HdDWIFXI—NR) %
Higd 5. TNoDMTHAETIENE /2R
WG (2D WIXT DI EDRMRIZE [F UGB
KEIZHTL25A)., SREOZMIEANELN, b
Ew 2IRIFT 2 HEE (HDWIXT R TORHHIZY
LI REICHBLIT S BBERE) &V E. MkrIC 21k
(Z8) MEITEFERENT XL UTEHEL,

SRR ESIAMMT 20O TIEAR L, HIZHEY)
BB THEDNEHEZRD I LIZL>T, gD
FHIEDWENL T E AR, H L IFBERNRMEE UTH
TUTOHIFIEE, SREFDSMNCE, Fdiy, Rig
. B SCERZE R CEEER R i A T — R R —
U2 & o THT D FEIBIC B W TR I 2 3B R D i
HEOBEHIEMNRIZT TH D,

INE TITHEIR AR FEZE DR N IZ DWW TIE,
Luhn (1968, 120) * EJE (1983, 28) R EADBn5
B2, Luhn (1968) IXiSCEE D BB E K S A
TALAEMFETIICHZY, B1IZHd DT, HE
AL B NALDREREE 7y MU, REOREEE
BAZRIA U 72, BERIEZT DS v 2 IZAiET 5 EED
HEZRLTHY, EHMHEZIEL TS, &
JE (1983, 28) & HE XD ERKIZHE W T, HHD
BREEANELTVD2, LNLANS, liELd
upper-cutoff, lower-cutoff DAL EISREERIRZE D&
LTEY, EITHY T DRENITDOWTILiEm
INTVARN,

XT, ME B AL, FAIICaEILZE S, £
NTNDEREBIZIZED L S BEBRHZDEAS
D, BHE FALOGEIXRFEDOEIZUNR NG, A
%, M4 78 ETEAA 44 G R P FHEE O SCERER TR A
INd, HE EALDOEIIMGERGRE DN X e
FECHD, F/2. EALIAETD T, REEOMM
WHIZXEDHNAERY ¥ VIVOFEENINI S hoE
ITFOZEBRHERT NV D SLEZHOHEIZFHT
D EMEAINT VD (4, 1994, 1997),

PFEEAIZHWTE, HE B OHGED BN Z —
VERALUT, FEEOHEZITOWEIMTHON T
%, Burrows (2002) & “Delta” &\ 5 REZEA
U. 2FBE EA7 150 FEORREREZ i U, 2 #rxt
RKOZLEIZDWT, THNEN 150 5D HEUHE &
BEXHIIBII2ZA3T7E2HFR U, TD ETEH
REHEXEDZATT DI =V NEDEEZEDED L
—HTENEFEL, FEHEOHEZIT 7

ZD&DIFERDFHE AL, FAICDET D &,
T IIEEFEOREE i d B L TR R EIN R
2%, BELLHMIZBNTEMSLDDHIZHE N
THEMBEEEHZEDEEZ D, Tl FEBIZH
ARFED =N B 2 htRERE MR &2 ST, £
DOt LIS BETd 2,

Tz fiE T 2R B e U CRGERNIC L 5 2 2 5RIEA
W7 B ALY,

2E R (1983) I3 Luhn (1968) DIV H— T IZEEDOEX
DD EE) LY TTVND EANDL RS



Lower
cutoff

| — Resolving power of
significant words.

| — Significant words.

\\
~
-

1] Upper
F cutoff
T
e
q
u
e
n
< 2 -
2 4
o
f )
o [
o ]
T 1
d ’

’
5 -
‘Words by rank order

r

1: Hyperbolic curve relating occurrence frequency with rank order;

adapted from Luhn (1968, 120)

14000 -

12000 [

10000 [

8000 [

6000 |-

the number of tokens

4000 |-

2000 -

tf-idf: Baidu

tf-idf

2: Baidu 251 3 — /S22 B 2 tf-idf DM tf-idf OFIIE 9.970. SD 1% 1.220 THo7%, 1o
U LEDFERNEY 7 2RI L3, —1 o ANOEIIBE. BhEhE. HAEEH H5] IvWd] O&
SBXOMERARTIENRONG, FHERATET 1o OHPAIZHDFE. DFY MY I
B, XHHEIZBWEWBEBRURWEE, 2o, JRHEBEIZIE S TRINICR 515 58 % BHEIC R DR
BEE & RBIIRS, N-gram 7 — X TXEHITDONSBNDOT, Baidu I —/SA Tl idf I$51H5H
TER, TIT, [HROAKRESSSESM I —/S2 BCCWIJ (F1)1l, 2008) IZ &> THEAEL =,

3 HEEERE DL

FEIC R EEERE O 2 ETT 5, RETE DR
HE B Y, [Baidu 71027 - fgrRpRiiish o — /32 )
(3 Ry kA&, 2010, AR, Baidu I —/%A)
EMRBIEUTHWS, BHBEONBEDOEANIT &
U T tf-idf (Sparck Jones, 1972) # %, X 2
I tfidf OHAAT, £ 1IEZOMITBNT B,
I, TR 7z HEEO—ETH D, Fhrlk 2] To)
NE) TA3) TT) TR BREFEDOHEIZLL, F—U—
RIZADIZKWEETH D, EAUZFEAE &AL,
NAEMI LB < DN ED THDMN, FHEIXEN,
ERIDFEE. EDOXZEIZE RSN DIFTIERNE
FTHRL, SELHIZHANSND EETIIRE R
WEND ABEMEDSE, HALIERER, AHTIZENT,

HEVRHEPZNZOITERINT I AN 2205
INHDFEIFXEDIHR, EDOXHEIZE HDIRERS
N5 ZEMFRIND O, RRH T =A% HW
NE, N RLE) (BE) PBISETES,

M2 %R2EEBROI—NATIE, RYTETIE
HBN. FFTEMEE FL e U TR % £ 2 504
ThHd, TIT, DEOHMNY (B Z25H5E
U, HfL2Fi3E»rs BN 1o 2 &), Az B
e FALE UCTHEIMIZ3 REI4T2 28N TESS,

31 0 & L FOIy MES BB ZARBUI MG T H 5 5%,
BHMBZHEEE UTREO>EDLSIEZS, EF 1o RAVA
DB T DPEMNTH D, DWIZTHT, HDMeBAL
AU > TSI, 2 DD RIFEEREZHS T4 (FAR
WD) DIFSH, WHIBWAHM (LHIZJENSAH) LDk
SN, BHREBICES I BWER (LEAIZENRS) DIED
WRELBD, 2V, ZBHRIEHHEZEREOXE) L EZ D,



& 1: tfadf O BAL AL, FRIOMEE: EARXEASFAZRE FEY ZARETED L5 8F—7— KD

Wi, FALIZEOXEICE BT TL 2 &5 280, BhBhd A & i %2 /R 9 8k,

HALIEAAFETIED

27, NEYIMRREETEDIRY, FBICRBIZAV, BUEIE tfidf 6. WITNENERIKBEIET, AL

B ENS 1 RRLEEEN S, FAE TS, ThEN 10 38

VART Y T Ul HEHIHART

e, HEE (FEBRICO—/SAICHTE 25 E) THEEIIIN TS,

=Y FRAL L
1 15.9491 bV a 9.9702 [EER 0.8213 2
2 15.8162 L1 5 9.9702 ~’EEZ 0.7878 %
3 15.4672 i 9.9702 faye 0.7046 T
4 15.2879 HA S 9.9702 ok 0.6009 .
5 15.0323 1) —F 9.9702 itk & 0.4852 Iz
6 14.8390 Bo 9.9702 INAINA 0.4537 N
7 14.6914 BIL 9.9701 HitE 0.4383 [
8 14.6903 =¥ 9.9701 RS 0.4341 <
9 14.6244 R 9.9700 =t 0.3497 o
10 14.5512 DINA T 9.9700 LA 0.2305 1)

4 HREFEERBOLA

FPRFEEEOIGH & LT, RS a—/32IZE T
5 150X ] OMILERAD, [HDDI IX IFFORK
D ERNDDBRD 1 D) LEX, HRIGEREICH -
LZHZBIZE > T L TS EATOREE 2R H 5,

Twitter ¥ Facebook & EHRFNTEEH L 2V YV —
ADFGEIZ LY, RRT ABDOITE % 53873 D401
XV AT LAMBTE =, £72, Google LY KD
£, V—F VIV THRIN/MEIEE R
FNZEEEL, RITFY DO IE2 gt dT 2 AT A
£ T X724, Komori et al. (2012) &, Twitter ®
BRpE, EIAMEOREICH 2 D). BENRE. &
EMRBEIZOWTHEL, 7—) TILBET ML
27V, BEOBEIXIZIFEEN., "EORE XS
EMTHDZ L EFHFAL K, Nikolov (2012) 1. #
£ D Twitter IZEBINZGRITF AN (VA1 —
N ZHANT, MY R EFHITDHEET O 72,
ZOWETIX, HD DMLY RU—RDOFEAE, B0,
HIROEREZFHMICHHEL, MUY RO E -
MF B E FRIL 72, BEOHER & FHllE
SHBOMEE UTHETHD, LML, EBIZERK
EFPNT I8, BehbonrUOHNEY ITONREEH
S580ITTHD, EDF—T— RTENIIHRE
TED2DMN, DML BEWVETTHD, IFLOMNS b
Yy 7 DEZFPF—T — R bhok [5hX ] »
HBDTIEAEL, IZUDIKIFARY & ULEENEEY

“http://www.google.co. jp/trends/, A5 I & V) Bl
MOBERT—REREZZT TR BEIZIMDIFE> T
BOBEN—BETELHEHI P, MEFENND EDORED T
NI, FETNES REBMZRZTEFIIMTH 2 DN % KR
TELED%807,

SHHROMES, TR, WATDZ &, IKTIEEEIR (Fik, 2008)

WANT, WOUPHES L T EDRHEDONLEL,
TN ATZ A>T, TREZMESDT
H A2, THND T O A BINRZ LIZDFE
EEUTHEM, (50X ] BMUDOMHFEDREAEE
BERLZ DRI NN THA DM,

41 [5HX] OERE

[5HX ] BEEDEAIZEI>THEUBZHELDD
LOTHhd, HIERRT, FTHfibind, Sk,
B ERENECERTNIXET 2I1E Y, ALl
HY, BEAC-ROMET S, BZEOF ¥ 1)
B GFAET D720, —ERELAZEDEHEET
5DIEEHOTHE L 225 (#K, 2007, 55-60), AV
A—h - KAMTY (2008) IZXDORIZEH->T S
Y| BEAMEU 7,

R~IxA

[5bHX | Ottt (R) BHEDERY (I) L%
BIDOBERX (A) OFEIZIHHBIT 2 Z & 2 RERAIN SR
LEHEDTHD, BEETHRITIUL ¥5TEHE LN
LIMED SR, KITHDD, WD EWH NEDRHE
MIEDT, REPHYD, BRREERNOERNEN
BMEZBNTWL,, HHPAMDHFEED XS IZH
BOHER S DIFFEEIZE LS5, ZD, T30
£ BHXOUNERIE, ZIFOANTWVL S BIZ,
REFEIWL 2D, BHIN, EHIZE->TH W
SMHAE E STV (AR — K- KAKNT Y, 2008,
90), 5D X 1TiE, FHEML (EHRARE S EH I N
TEGHIT D L), il (HHROH» S H 5 EHE
AEITN, FEINDZ ). [ (WD D0 T
BN IR CTIEFERMNED HND 2 L) REDBR



W51 (Fk, 2007, 55-6), [5HX | OHIHRSE
T 1) WA BEILCIES XD LAV, 2) B
ENTWB RN H S, 3) H¥Fic L > CHH
T, EOOEONEERD. B EOHEEEND 2 &
S22,

4.2 [5HI] ORI EHEZEERE

TlE, FEBUZ [50X ) O 2 KRy T —& &
DIRHET2IZIFEEDEDIZTNIEI DS S 0,
ARG TIE, TEEDEY EMD) BRORE] 1%
WoTiEmE ED D,

SHX 1% IFEOKY EBNYDBEKD1 D) &
FEZ, FU—RTREEL, (EZizTERLND
ZK) — AR FHRE IR FI O FR TR L T
WB ST R M T 2 HikE WD,

(50X OWIKERIX. ThEELURTRHS
AE—INTORWATFEMERE S, ThIX D5 X ]
XOBANZBNTHEE 25, & 21X X2HE
WZHEIT HER, FraBld e IS4 REEFNTVAR
WZEEFEZO6ND U, BEEAFANEEICRITIX
WL DOMDFEIZEI v, MIOREE R OEEIZE S
TLEHS,

RFEDEE® Twitter D & 5 BRLADEH DG
Al HEONKIEET 25684 <. THADREIX
LIMLLCW, AT OB (EEEDSEEER)
DHBEIE, HEVWENIEZEZ SIS W, 22
T, HEEOHEDREEZEY L BED 2 DDRFEL
#Z. Ya——h (W.A.Shewhart) DD
FERF A, BRELREERET DT, itk
Y. Baidu I—/NADRHFEZGFE L, HEIX3 o
BAE, tfidfi& 1 o AT D AT & 39,989 D
RENE SNz,

4.3 E8

X 3 1%, Baidu 3—/%Z 127 ZAMIZHB T, 100
HHAEHRU ZHFET, TOMHEDOSHOMHEE
9200 BLE, fE¥EEE 3 o DL EEMEL, HiHXh

6728 24 7=V RbL—REV&—] & T7— R/}
V=R &—] ZpEINBE,

TEHRIE, dHKDEER R RBIEAETH B, E (1968,
63-4) WHOHP Y P FTSFFHL TV D, MHIZHITTIU. KRS
T RIS EE TR LN T —Z TH D05, TDOT—4X
BEInG | SEMHL EORIEEE RN L, ThE 75 71653, ¥
iz Hbe UTC, EAEERSA (UCL: Upper Control Limit).
THEHERA (LCL: Lower Control Limit) @ 2 AD#i% & X,
MR e A - fE2 REEE JRgd, Ya——MEERIZELD
BEEE, 3V U EE EMEN, BHERFAED 3 58 EofiE
EREME LT,

FHEEDS B, BHELEY BN 2 RE 2 HEE [T
AV RG] OBITHZ, TT7 AV A & 126 HHITH
BHU, EEEA»RY) OHETRLNG, tf-idf &
7.59 T, [HEREIIPATH D, HEE 7 AV ]I
2008 4 10 HAUARR Y E23) 2 HE 5, M, 7
AV HTE=a— 3 — VRG5O X ™ SEkk
flildst BRRD 777 RIVOREZ L TV B8,
DAk, FHEE T7 AV A 28U CTHEERKY EA
DBERERELZZ 2 RUEZ, ZHEAREIZL -
DX, H2DEEDHEZIHZZ DHFEMEDND DT
X2 <, BERFET CTibi, MR ZREEE D (LA
BERTIENOTHD, [GEORKY ER)BSL] O
FeE CIRRRIIE WD GED UK ET 272D TH D
N, ZOEZFIIERINTHELTH, SCEM O
IZBWTEIGHTE 2139 Th S,

5 &BbHYIC

hflFER I E D LI 2 IZUH L T2 55
TEROLR, SCENBDOBXR o E2@EL T, A%
BEEETHD I 2RU, tlhidf IZL D EREE
BIZBWTROND Z IFR UM, MDELA Y
FHEIZOWTIREMBL THRWND T, FiffERE Iz
LM BLUOREOREIZE X BT DONWTIE
EFEFRHTH B,

S Xk

FWHE—N, G W. L. J.RARYY (2008) IF~
D], HRER VIV Y IR, EREE.

A Rkt (2010) TBaidu 7127 $8Riit
i3 —/SA . http://www.baidu.jp/corpus/.

Burrows, John F. (2002) “Delta’: A measure of
stylistic difference and a guide to likely author-
ship”, Literary and Linguistic Computing, Vol.
17, No. 3, pp. 267-287.

PRz (2007) THDIEANY Ji— 3w b7 — 2 Rl
TR Z5AML< (DOJIN #EE 9)), {LFEFA.

BT (1994) THm OB H & XBEDO L), Tit&
[EZESE), H519%, B 75, p317-330 H, dec H.

8Wikipedia [t ARG (2007 F-)) 1Tk D &, 2008 4
9 H 29 HIZT AV W ARETHIRARFLEMEEEL —AE
WUAORBIZ, =2 —3— 735G 150 &0 E Mkl
S ERKRO 777 RVOREEGLFLZEDI L,



16000

14000 |

12000 |-

10000 |-

8000

frequency

6000 -

4000

2000

)

L L

TA)H ——

e

0 .
2000-01 2001-01 2002-01 2003-01 2004-01 2005-01 2006-01 2007-01 2008-01 2009-01 2010-01 2011-01
year-month

3: &Y BNV ERROME T7 A D J7) Ol 127 HHBIZHWT, 100 FHBAEHBR U ZHET, <
DFZED & B OBEEEEYS 200 ML, Bi¥EFE:E 3 o BLE2KRER, 28, (7 A H] iX1 HFDA
PHE LY EAD RSN, 2008 410 H 10.72 V7~ DfE~ZY T, 15358 RIHBLTWE, =
DA, TAVNERETERENZEIRFLEEREZ BRI UAZDEMIC, =2 —3 —JFF5RE
BlHi5D & 7 SERMET LS B R D 777 RIVOREZ 25U 7Z, ZOXIZIE 2001 9 H 11 HOD
FRFZFHETTOKY) EAY IR SRV, Baidu I—SADHHOT— 280D R OONERA

LTV ERTWD,

(1997) TEIFSAEIZHEDWZHROESFOD
R, TEHEEEESD, $20%, $E8 5, 357-367
H, dec H.

Komori, Masashi, Naohiro Matsumura, Asako
Miura, and Chika Nagaoka (2012) “Relation-
ships between Periodic Behaviors in Micro-
blogging and the Users’ Baseline Mood”, in
Teruhisa Hochin and Roger Y. Lee eds. SNPD,
pp. 405-410: IEEE Computer Society.

Luhn, Hans Peter (1968) HP Luhn: Pioneer of
Information Science: Selected Works: Spartan
Books.

i) E A (2008) TKOTONOHA THMAHAGES
SEESM O —/N ) OIS K BRSO
BUE), THAGEDRFZL), #4445, H1%5, 82-95
H, 1H.

IKEERR (1975) TR 5 0D FE 5L 0D B B A E IE Al
PIAFATIROEN" S 1 ], TEHREGES), #7172
5, 1-12 H.

PERTES, ATHREY Y —X2,

HEFEE (1976) NWbw 2 LFERMAMANSIETND
FEEB DN DOWT], TFHREGEY), 76
5, 25-31 H.

HR H(2008) TIREESE 25N (@)D, AiE

J&, 6 K.

Nikolov, Stanislav (2012) “Trend or No Trend:
A Novel Nonparametric Method for Classifying
Time Series”, Ph.D. dissertation, Massachusetts

Institute of Technology.

(i (1968) THERHEDTE O - Yoz & FHmoR)
% (TN—Rw 2 2)1, WA

Spéarck Jones, Karen (1972) “A Statistical Inter-
pretation of Term Specificity and Its Applica-
tion in Retrieval”, Journal of Documentation,
Vol. 28, pp. 11-21.

Zipt, George Kingsley (1949) Human Behavior and
The Principle of Least Effort, An Introduction
to Human FEcology: Addison-Wesley Press Inc.



