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A Browsing Interface of Electronic Novels for Supporting Selection
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Abstract: Book browsing is one of effective methods to select books in bookstores. Some techniques have
been proposed for supporting effective book selection based on user queries, but people can hardly give suffi-
cient queries for unread novel. In this paper, we proposed a browsing interface for supporting a user to decide
whether the user reads an electronic novel effectively on the web. Our interface provides an attractiveness
map, which visualize a transition of attractiveness in a target novel, for effective selection of a novel. An
attractiveness map has a layered structure and a section where high attractiveness words appear in high
density has high value. The attractiveness of a term in a novel is estimated automatically from online book
reviews of the novel. A user can browse the electronic novel effectively by clicking on attractiveness terms on
the attractiveness map. Experimental results show that browsing of our interface supports users to decide
whether the user would like to read a target novel or not more efficiently than browsing of a web browser.

Keywords: electronic book, reviews, interface, attractiveness, visualization, attractiveness map
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Fig. 1 A snapshot of the proposed interface for browsing the novel titled “Syayo”.
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Fig. 4 Examples of mountain and valley in an attractiveness

graph.
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Fig. 5 Results of evaluations on term attractiveness.
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Table 2 Subjects on our interface.
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