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Advantageous Effects of Internship Program for
Fostering Highly Skilled ICT Personnel through
Large Scale Business-academia Collaboration
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The progress of Information Technology, which is the infrastructure of an
advanced information society, is remarkable and has the enormous impact on
our daily life. On the other hand, it has been pointed out by the industry that
there is a lack of highly skilled ICT (Information and Communication Tech-
nology) personnel who can lead the next generation. In order to address this
issue, practical education program is required to foster world class leader who
has extraordinary technical skill, basic knowledge and sense of ethics. Espe-
cially, Internship program is very important to have students experience the
real environment in ICT industry, recognize the gap between the required skills
and their current skills, and feedback to education program itself. However,
traditional Internship is not enough to realize these objectives because the du-
ration has been less than 2 weeks for 60% of traditional Internship, where the
main purpose is the part of either promotion of the company’s image or early
recruitment activity. So, the Graduate School of Information Science and Elec-
trical Engineering in Kyushu University has started the practical and long term
Internship program through large scale business-academia collaboration. This
paper describes the content and evaluation of this collaborative Internship pro-
gram that are viewed from students, university and corporate staffs. We also
discuss the issues and concerns that need to be resolved.
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Fig.1 Curriculum overview.

PBL: Project Based Learning
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Fig.2 Process of internship (2007).
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