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”Monotama” - the Collection Browser

Youiro KawaMAaTA, ! HIROKI Asakawat! and JuMPEI ArRAkAwA !

Collecting items is an activity that gives people joy beyond the mere ordinary usage asso-
ciated with each of the items. Collectors are entertained by the act of collecting itself and
also take pride in their gathered collection afterwards. In case of books for example, one
might enjoy visiting and browsing bookstores for new, rare or otherwise desirable books, and
then rejoice in looking at a neatly arranged collection in one’s bookshelf. Maintaining a large
collection of objects however can be a troublesome task. On the one hand it becomes difficult
to keep track of acquired items with growing scale of the collection, for example leading to
buying duplicates by mistake. At the same time the tasks of re-arranging and sorting the
items becomes increasingly cumbersome as well. To address these issues, we have developed
a collection browser named Monotama, which helps us keeping track and enjoying our col-
lections. The difference between Monotama and existing similar web services and software
solutions is that Monotama not only offers management functionalities, but at the same time
aims at keeping that activity enjoyable.
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