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Abstract Although many sophisticated Japanese text input systems are available these days on
personal computers and mobile phones, most of them are developed independently and they do
not share the interface and the data in common. For example, we cannot use a single conversion
dictionary on different systems. To solve the problem, we are developing a simple and universal
text input system called Lexierra, which can be used on wide range of systems like mobile phones,
PDAs, and personal computers. Lexierra supports efficient text composition through a simple
look-up algorithm which uses dictionaries and other resources available on the Internet. In this
paper, we discuss the basic requirements of text input systems in the ubiquitous computing age,
and show how they are supported in various Lexierra implementations.
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