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About the appropriate computer environment for
historical studies based on digital images

Okamoto Takaaki
Global COE(Center Of Excellence) Program Digital
Humanities Center For Japanese Arts and
Cultures,Ritumeikan University

The possible applications of computers in historical studies have been addressed by
many researchers and institutions. At the beginning, computers were only used for
basic tasks such as creating catalogues or searching these. With the improvement of
the capacity of the hardware, researchers turned their interest toward more
ambitious goals, such as converting documents into full text data or digital images.
These goals were already achieved. It has been more than ten years since these
tasks, once seemingly ambitious, were fulfilled. However, it seems that the search
for new ways to transform the application of computers in historical studies is still
in progress. Despite of the new developments in computer technology it was
suggested by a few researchers that most of the possibilities using computers in
historical studies have already been fulfilled, and it is not necessary to look for
further developments. Compared with other fields, the possibilities of using
historical documents, the visual sources of historical studies by the means of
computers is quite backward. The purpose of this research is to seek solutions how
to connect the text and image data of historical documents by their each character,
this way connecting the text search function with the image display, allowing
detailed study and at the same time an easy approach to historical documents. This
paper introduces a tool that allows the researchers to easily connect a text with its
image data, and discusses how to share and exchange such data by using portable
devices, as well as how to present the data in network environment.
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